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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of September 22, 2015 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 P.M. 

in the Karl Richter Center Board of Education Room located at 920 E. Baird Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Dave Cruickshank 
Suzanne L. Heiple 
Robert Kleven 
Debra Musgrave 
 
Excused Absent 
 
Chris Rankin 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene A. Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Mike Story 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.  
 
President Bladzik stated that Council Member 
Rankin has asked to be excused from tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
CM 2015-096  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to excuse Council 
Member Rankin from tonight’s meeting.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 

 
 
President Bladzik stated that he would like to 
add Item #10 to the consent agenda excuse the 
Village Attorney from tonight’s meeting.  He 
just received a letter of resignation from 
Planning Commissioner William Kuyk and he 
would like to add acceptance of that letter to 
Item #11.   
 
Council Member Kleven stated he would like 
to pull Item #5, re-appointment of Richard 
Rossell to the DDA from Consent Agenda to 
New Business Item #1.   
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 



Village of Holly Council Meeting  September 22, 2015 
 

 
 2 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes on 
September 8, 2015. 

3. Consideration of the Special Council 
Meeting Minutes of September 12, 
2015.     

4. Consideration of the Approval of 
Warrant 2015-18 in the amount of 
$98,982.55.    

5. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
045, confirming the Village 
President’s Re-Appointment of 
Richard Rossell to the DDA. 

6. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
047, confirming the Village 
President’s Re-Appointment of Kirk 
Heath, Jr. to the DDA Board.  

7. Consideration of Resolution 2015—
46, Confirming the Village President’s 
Re-Appointment of Lisa Clark to the 
DDA Board.  

8. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
048, Local Governing Body 
Resolution for Charitable Gaming 
Licenses for the Holly VFW Post 
#5587. 

9. Special Event  
a. Purple Heart Monument 

Dedication.  
10. Consideration of excusing the Village 

Attorney from tonight’s meeting. 
 

CM 2015-097  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Kleven to approve the consent 
agenda as amended and with additions.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

John Lauve, 200 N. Saginaw stated he wanted 
to talk about the Purple Heart Monument 
Special Event.  He thinks there is a more 
appropriate place for it down at Ganshaw Park 
rather than putting it in front of the Township 
Hall.  He thinks it should be at the Park with 
the big “H” and the veteran’s marker instead 
of in the historic section of the town.  This 
interest in veterans, with the Purple Heart 
situation, is really kind of inappropriate 
because the veteran’s really need some help 
and the VA health system is a disgrace.  If you 
want to do something to help veterans he 
would like to see the Village write a resolution 
and send it to the President, the Congressmen 
and our Senators.  He provided an article from 
the Wall Street Journal which outlines the cost 
and the waste due to mismanagement.  This 
monument is the wrong location for the 
community and he would like to see it 
changed to a more appropriate location.  He 
doesn’t know what you have to do in order to 
do this if a petition is needed.  He is a 
Vietnam veteran and he was lucky that he 
didn’t get the Purple Heart, other people got 
the Purple Heart, and he has friends that have 
their name on the wall.  He respects that 
people that have done the service for the 
country in these difficult situations.  They 
wiped out 58,000 people in Vietnam; that’s 
about as many people as were killed in World 
War II in the European theatre.  It was a 
monumental loss.  If you want to do it right 
put it down in the Park, not in the center of 
town.    
 
Jackie Campbell, 807 Mary Ann, stated she 
would like to thank Mr. Walker and everyone 
for all of your dedication and work on our 
Sesquicentennial celebration.  She was down 
there, it was beautiful and a lot of fun.  She 
was very proud to say she is a citizen of Holly 
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and she knows it was a lot of work; she has 
done it for years.   
 
Larry Magaw, 213 Washington stated he 
wanted to support Mr. Lauve; he thinks the 
location of the monument is wrong; it 
shouldn’t be downtown, it should be in the 
park where more people can see it. 
 
Angie Lemon, 116 College Street, stated she 
was trying to find on line the minutes for the 
Planning Commission and there are none.  
From there she went to the minutes for this 
and she couldn’t find the agenda for this 
meeting, she couldn’t find anything except she 
went back to 7/28, where are all the minutes?  
And then you go down the list and you have to 
search, even the 7/28 is like in the middle of 
the list, so it is all jumbled up in order and so 
if you want people to come to the meetings, 
you don’t know what is really going on if you 
can’t find anything so she would appreciate if 
that could be straightened out.  Also, she 
doesn’t know if anyone can hear her now, but 
it is hard to hear people when you are in the 
audience and she doesn’t know if anything can 
be done about that but they would also like to 
hear when they come to meetings.   
 
President Bladzik stated in terms of the 
minutes he will work with the Clerk/Treasurer 
to get the document library up and running.  
They will make sure that it is done in a timely 
manner.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 

#1. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
045, confirming the Village President’s Re-
Appointment of Richard Rossell to the 
DDA Board.   
 
Council Member Kleven stated that Mr. 
Rossell was originally appointed to the DDA 
Board as a merchant at 125 S. Saginaw.  His 
status since has changed dramatically.  He is 
no longer a merchant in the DDA District 
which disqualifies him from being on the 
DDA.  He does not know how he wants to be 
re-appointed unless he sees a new application 
we cannot appoint him to this position unless 
we have a new application.  The entire Parks 
Commission had to put in new applications so 
at this time he would like to table this item.   
 
CM 2015-098  Motion by Kleven, 
second by Cruickshank to postpone 
indefinitely the re-appointment of Richard 
Rossell to the DDA Board until the Council 
can see an application.    
 
President Bladzik stated the Village has never 
required applications on re-appointments, it 
has only been for new appointments.  The 
situations with the Parks Commission was 
because we were reducing from nine seats 
down to seven and an application was not 
required; all we required was written notice 
indicating that the person was interested in 
being re-appointed.  Legally there is nothing 
that requires an application be submitted.  
Another point is that Mr. Rossell is a 
registered voter at 512 E. Maple Street, which 
makes him a resident of the Village, and 
residents of the Village, even without business 
interests in the downtown are eligible to serve 
on the DDA, that is how Mrs. Seeley was 
appointed, as a Village resident.  The only 
qualification on that is that the number of 
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people who do not have business interests in 
the district cannot outnumber the people who 
do so that means there must be a majority of 
individuals who have a business interest.  It is 
his understanding that he still maintains a 
lease in the basement of the Mill and as a 
renter he still has the same interest as anyone 
else within the district so those are the three 
factors on that.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked what the 
qualifications were to be the Chairperson of 
the DDA. 
 
President Bladzik stated the DDA determines 
its own rules for choosing its officers pursuant 
to PA 197 of 1975.  The DDA has its own set 
of bylaws and he believes their election is in 
April of each year.   
 
Council Member Allsop asked if we postpone 
this can he run for that position than.  
 
President Bladzik stated that he would retain 
that position until it was re-appointed.   
 
Motion fails by a voice vote of two ayes and 
four nays. 
 
CM 2015-099  Motion by Bladzik, 
second by Musgrave to adopt Resolution 
2015-045 confirming the Village President’s 
re-appointment of Richard Rossell to the 
DDA Board of Directors.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Cruickshank, Heiple, 
Musgrave, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  Kleven 
Absent:  Rankin 
Motion carried.   

 
 
REPORTS 
 
 
Village Manager 
 
Manager Walker stated he attended the MML 
training last week in Traverse City.  Large 
focus on economic development which was 
very timely.  We are looking to implement 
some of the strategies that we talked about last 
week in the training.  Working on his 
continuing education, next month he starts 
back with the Oakland County City Manager’s 
monthly training session and he is looking 
forward to that.   
 
Attorney 
 
Absent 
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Nothing to report.   
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated they met 
last week in regards to a mural to be placed on 
the side of Cupcakes and Kisses.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated that the 
Planning Commission was on August 26 
where a special land use permit was approved 
for 512 E. Maple Street.  The next meeting is 
tomorrow and the agenda includes continued 
discussion regarding zoning issues as well as 
consideration of site plan amendments to 
Muffler Man.  She stated that she missed the 
last community center meeting because it was 
on September 9th and she has not read the 
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minutes at this time.  The next meeting is 
September 29th.   
 
President Bladzik stated that on behalf of the 
Village Council, he knows there were many 
other people involved, but he wanted to give 
Council Member Heiple a round of applause.  
The event went off very smoothly, everyone 
was very happy and had a good time and there 
has been very positive feedback.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated that the KRCC 
has lots of upcoming events like beading 
class, hobby night, functional strength and 
conditioning, swing and ballroom dancing, 
“Pirates” the Musical, family movie nights, 
CPR, and a lot of other stuff, thanks to our 
wonderful Director.   
 
Council Member Musgrave stated HAYA has 
a new caseworker.  Real nice motivated young 
woman and they found 40 families that did not 
respond back to the option of having help or 
meeting with her.  They are in need of female 
mentors, about one hour weekly, tutoring is 
needed.  They also had 38 families and 88 
students that they helped with the school 
supply drive.  The Holly VFW donated $1,000 
the Kiwanis donated $500, the Moose $300 
and American Legion donated $190 to help 
with the expenses of the backpacks for the 
students which leaves us in the black for the 
next round that they have to purchase.  They 
are also working on the children’s toy project 
for Christmas so there is more to come on 
that.   
 
Council Member Kleven stated that Saturday 
is drug take back day and the coalition has put 
posters all around town where they can 
dispose of prescription drugs safely.  On 
October 9th they have their family fun tailgate 

event right before the game from 5 pm – 7 pm. 
 This will be right outside the cafeteria.  They 
are hoping everyone will come out and 
participate in that. 
 
Council Member Allsop stated that October 
7th is their Halloween car show and they are 
expecting anywhere between 100 and 500 
cars.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Kleven stated he would like 
to bring up the fact of how much Shirley 
Campbell did for this community and he is 
wondering if they can’t set up like a special 
day, or something in her honor, in this 
community.  It is amazing how many people 
knew Shirley and loved her in this 
community.  He believes she was 25 years as 
Treasurer for HAYA, six times elected to 
Council, saved our fire department; this lady 
deserves some kind of recognition.  Council 
Member Kleven stated he would like to see a 
Shirley Campbell day. 
 
Manager Walker stated that if Mr. Kleven 
wouldn’t mind chairing a small committee to 
come back with a recommendation of what 
could be done.  If there is something such as a 
bench or a tree then he and Director Klaassen 
can see about what it would take to put it in 
place.     
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated he 
echoed Mr. Lauve’s and Mr. Magaw’s 
comments on veteran care.  Our Veteran care 
is low on the totem pole of our federal 
government.  The funding for the memorial 
itself came from the VFW hall; as far as the 
Village is concerned there is very little as far 
as coordinating the placement of the 
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monument.  The funding for the memorial has 
all came from the VFW and the Moose.  As 
far as the placement is concerned, he thinks a 
lot of that was brought to the Village.   
Additionally, to echo Ms. Lemon’s comments 
on the document library, Cathy has made 
some strides recently to get the various 
commissions up but he would like to see us to 
continue to focus on the website because it is 
convenient for people to be able to pull that 
information from the website.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated there is a 
problem with the website and uploading files; 
it is not due to lack of trying on her part.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated that even 
though it was cold and raining there were 
hundreds of people watching the parade and 
every single face she saw was smiling.  She 
thinks the day more than lived up to the 
anticipation of the promise the advertisements 
provided.  One of the highlights for her was 
sitting in the dark waiting for the fireworks 
and someone spontaneously started singing 
happy birthday to Holly and everybody joined 
in.  A great big thank you to all of the 
volunteers; there were so many, Chairman Joe 
Mishler, Linda Smith, Andrea with the 
Chamber of Commerce, Ryan Bladzik and the 
Masons, Shirley Roos, Friends of the Library, 
Dick Rossell, Andy Potter, Cathy and most of 
all Jerry Walker.  Every time she would call 
him, he would tell her that he took care of that 
for her, that it was okay.  Everybody was just 
amazing and Nick as the DJ.  Everyone made 
September 12th a day and an event that she 
will remember forever.  She wishes she could 
bottle up all of that community spirit and the 
happy faces from that day and spread it out 
when it was needed.   Even with our 
differences of opinions on zoning issues and 

other issues our little Village and every single 
strong willed person in it is the reason why 
Holly is the best place in the world to call 
home.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
John Lauve, 200 N. Saginaw stated he had one 
last comment about the monument placement. 
 He thinks there should be some kind of a pre-
announcement for the placement of the sign or 
a temporary sign notifying people about the 
placement so that people can have some input. 
 He is a member of the VFW and he didn’t 
know anything about this.  This shouldn’t be 
some committee that decides on where to put 
it, it should be done in a more judicious 
fashion.  He also wanted to mention the water 
situation, he has not started a class action suit 
to enforce this Bolt vs. the City of Lansing, 
which Jackie Campbell told him about which 
says you cannot charge for water and sewer 
just a usage amount; you can’t charge an 
additional charge because that is a tax.  You 
need to change it just to usage, it shouldn’t be 
a tax on people that don’t use water.  You are 
taxing widows and orphans, people with low 
income that use little water, the same amount 
as someone who has a large income, a large 
house, someone that has a school, it should be 
in the usage period; that is what that case says 
and that is the fair way to do it.  You still get 
the same amount of money but you don’t do it 
in this egregious way of taxing everyone with 
these large amounts who have vacant property 
that don’t use any water.    
 
George Kullis, 601 E. Maple asked if we 
posted the minutes for the last meeting on the 
website prior to being approved.  We don’t 
post them until they are actually approved so 
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if someone is looking for the minutes from the 
last meeting they are not going to find them 
until after the council meeting where they are 
approved.  He thought that perhaps the 
Council might want to consider giving the 
Community Center Director an opportunity to 
make some announcement to the Council; it 
might be to everyone’s advantage.  On 
October 10th is Fezziwig’s Ball being held at 
the VFW.  Fire Chief McGee and his wife 
were there, along with some other folks and 
the Dicken’s Tea is October 24th which is 
being held at the Hadley House Museum.   
During the Sesquicentennial you also had the 
Community Play Day and there were many 
children down there in the Park and it was 
wonderful to see.  Also the Chief of Police is 
being very humble back there but in the big 
tug of war between the police and fire 
department, the police department managed to 
win that event again this year.   
 
Angie Lemon, 116 College, stated she 
neglected to talk about the packets which she 
believes are the agenda.  The only packets that 
were listed were from 5/26, 7/28, 8/11 and 
8/25.  It is not just about the minutes but about 
the agenda.  
 
President Bladzik stated if he is correct the 
packets come down after the minutes are 
approved.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that there is a 
technical problem; it is not due to lack of 
trying to get the files on the website but she is 
unable to correct his issue herself.      
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

With nothing further to discuss, Village 
President Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 
19:37.   
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President 
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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