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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
July 14, 2015 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 P.M. 

in the Karl Richter Center Board of Education Room located at 920 E. Baird Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Dave Cruickshank 
Suzanne L. Heiple 
Robert Kleven 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene A. Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Steve McGee 
Andrew Potter 
Mike Story 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.  
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
President Bladzik stated Consent Agenda Item 
#6 is a resolution for charitable gaming 
licenses for Team Patterson.  Team Patterson 
is the parent teacher organization for Patterson 
Elementary and this was submitted in 2013 
and approved but unfortunately the application 
was never completed so they need to start it 
again.  So there was no issue of the past date, 
we prepared a new resolution for 
consideration.  Consent Agenda Item #7 is the 
consideration of the approval of a DDA 
Budget Amendment for $1,000 for 

Sesquicentennial banners throughout the DDA 
District.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated she has three 
minor changes to the last meeting minutes that 
she will submit to the Clerk/Treasurer.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of June 23, 
2015.   

3. Consideration of the Approval of 
Warrant 2015-13 in the amount of 
$219,238.11. 

4. Consideration of the Village of Holly 
Investment Report July 2014 through 
June 2015. 

5. Consideration of excusing the Village 
Attorney from tonight’s meeting. 
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6. Consideration of Resolution 2015-35, 
Resolution for Charitable Gaming 
Licenses for Team Patterson. 

7. Consideration of a DDA Budget 
Amendment for $1,000 for the 
purchase of Sesquicentennial 
banners.   
  

CM 2015-072  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to approve the consent 
agenda as amended.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Larry Lilly, 110 Clarence Street, stated the 
Council does a fantastic job, started with the 
21st century, especially our new management, 
doing a fantastic job.  Pope Francis is coming 
here personally to thank us for it.  He will be 
in the United States traveling the world.  You 
have to work for the people, you have to get 
together with the Village and the Township.  
He feels very strongly that what Jerry is doing 
personally with the Township and 
coordinating getting in this building is serving 
the people.  He talked to the Township and he 
thinks it is going to happen moving into this 
building.    
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
#1. Consideration of Ordinance #434, 
Amendment to the Village of Holly Parks 
Ordinance, Section 1-04-02.   

 
CM 2015-073  Motion by Bladzik, 
second by Musgrave to approve Ordinance 
#434, Amendment to the Village of Holly 
Parks Ordinance, Section 1-04-02.  
 
Motion by Rankin to waive the reading of 
the ordinance. 
 
President Bladzik stated this ordinance seems 
odd on its face but this came upon discussion 
with our boards and our administration to 
make some of our boards and commissions 
more efficient.  Some of the things that are 
changing in the ordinance to go forward is the 
terms of members.  Current terms are 
scattered throughout the year.  They are 
appointed in March due to the Village having 
their elections in March in the past.  When the 
Village moved election cycle to November, 
this particular ordinance did not follow the 
appointees so we are appointing people 
midterm.  Number two, the original ordinance 
only required the board to meet six times per 
year.  Prior to a couple years ago they met 
every other month.  The commission changed 
their schedule to only meet during the summer 
months which voiced a problem that it doesn’t 
give the commission a whole lot of time to do 
budget planning or any other type of planning 
in the off season.  We have also requested in 
the past several years that the parks 
commission submit a budget recommendation 
during the budget cycle.  In 2011, under 
President Hughes, we made a formal request 
to the Parks Commission for budget estimates 
and to this point the Council has not received 
any plans of that nature, so to solve that issue, 
we’re just making it a law that they have to 
submit something.  If they submit zero, so be 
it, but he doesn’t think that is serving the 
public.  The final change is that the 
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commission is made up of nine members.  His 
rationale is that he thinks nine members has 
been problematic for meeting quorum.  This is 
a reflection of people appointed and their 
commitment to attending, it is also a structural 
issue.  The planning commission and the DDA 
have nine members because of state law yet 
the Village Council has seven members 
elected by the people, who may or may not 
have any interest or qualifications to manage 
the affairs of the village which includes 2 ½ 
square miles, 6,500 residents, a budget of 
several million dollars including several 
enterprise funds and a very thick book of 
ordinances.  They manage to do this with 
seven people, why the parks commission 
needs nine, he doesn’t know, it may have been 
just to copy other boards but he thinks they 
can do with seven, and achieve quorum, just 
as easily as they do with nine.  In our charter it 
stipulates that our terms cannot be shortened 
or lengthened so to simply amend the 
ordinance does not provide a legal mechanism 
to correct this.  In working with the Village 
Manager and the Village Attorney the manner 
in which to do this was the repeal the entire 
section of the ordinance, not removing 
anybody, but abolishing the board and re-
constituting it with the new structure.  As he 
stated in a letter to the board members, we are 
reserving the right of first refusal to all of the 
Board members; we are not trying to wipe out 
anyone who requests to be considered.  He is 
planning on meeting with each applicant to 
determine their interest and engagement in 
working with the commission and he believes 
this is the fairest way to do this.  If we do not 
get enough return applicants than we will open 
it up to the public.  This is not a wholesale 
inverse court stacking, but achieves our 
structural goals and hopefully makes our 
board more action oriented and constructive.   

 
Council Member Cruickshank asked what the 
timeline was for re-appointment.   
 
President Bladzik stated that the next council 
meeting would be the re-appointment.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated he had a 
question regarding #5 and the removal from 
office. 
 
President Bladzik stated that this is in line 
removal from office with our other boards and 
commissions.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Allsop, Cruickshank, Heiple, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Bladzik 
Voting against:  Kleven 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.  
 
#2. Consideration of awarding the bid 
for the codification of the Village of Holly 
Ordinances and Zoning Ordinance.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated the memo was 
in their council packet and her 
recommendation is to award the bid to 
American Legal Publishing.  It is a slightly 
higher bid by $300 on the minimum side but 
the maximum cost is the lower of the two.  
She has had lengthy discussions with 
American Legal Publishing and gets great 
response.  Municode provided the Village 
with this bid and she had not heard anything 
from them as a follow up.  Based upon 
American Legal Publishing’s online access, 
most of their staff are attorneys and during the 
process itself the Village ordinances will be 
reviewed and changes may be recommended 
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to best serve the needs of the Village.  This 
will be paid over a period of two fiscal year 
with approximately $7,000 in the 15/16 fiscal 
year and the remaining balance to come from 
the 16/17 fiscal year.   
 
Council Member Rankin asked if their one of 
these companies were more universally used 
by other communities.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that Municode 
has been the premier organization for many 
years.  American Legal Publishing has come 
into its own in the past several years, similar 
to how BSA has taken over the municipal 
financial software.   
 
Council Member Rankin stated that the reason 
he was asking is because he wanted to allay 
any fears that American Legal Publishing may 
be brand new company and the possibility of 
problems or consistency issues.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated she believes 
they have been around for about 20 years. 
 
Council Member Kleven stated when they 
figured up the cost, for instance, Municode, it 
goes by the amount of pages.  His problem is 
we have codes we are not enforcing and he 
thinks the administrators need to get together 
and advise which we are not enforcing and get 
them off the books. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated this has been 
done fairly recently where our Charter and 
Ordinance Committee went through all of the 
Village Ordinances and the Charter within the 
last two years.  If there is something that is not 
being enforced administration should be 
advised and action can be taken.   
 

Council Member Kleven stated that people 
still do not pick up after their dogs throughout 
the Village. 
 
President Bladzik stated there is a difference 
between what is on the books and 
enforcement.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated the American 
Legal Publishing’s estimate is based upon 11 
point font, 800 pages, which they physically 
went to our Village website and counted up 
the pages we currently have; their estimate is 
it could vary by 30 pages more or less.  
Municode’s recommendation is based upon 
800 pages at a 10 point font, which Municode 
does not recommend, they recommend an 11 
point font.  It is single column for ease of 
reading.     
 
CM 2015-074  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave to authorize staff to 
enter into an agreement with American 
Legal Publishing for codification of Village 
Ordinances Chapter 1 through 8 and the 
Zoning Ordinance to be paid over two 
budget cycles.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Cruickshank, Heiple, Kleven, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
#3.  Consideration of a vehicle lease for 
the Village Manager.    
 
Manager Walker stated during the 2015/16 
budget discussions the council authorized 
$3,000 from the general fund to be allocated 
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towards the lease of a mid-size automobile for 
the Manager’s office.  Bids were solicited 
from Bowman Chevrolet-USA Auto Brokers, 
Vic Canever Chevrolet and Lasko Ford.  The 
low bid came in from Bowman Chevrolet for 
a 27-month lease for $235.00 per month with 
$0 down; for a total out of the fiscal year 
$2,820.  Vic Cenever also submitted a second 
bid after the council packet was prepared but 
that bid also exceeded the budgeted amount.  
Staff is recommending the lease of a 2015 
Chevrolet Malibu at a monthly payment of 
$235.00 from Bowman Chevrolet-USA Auto 
Brokers.   
 
Council Member Musgrave asked if this lease 
price included the taxes or would they be 
added on. 
 
Manager Walker stated that this was the final 
monthly lease payment, all costs had been 
added in.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated he 
thought this was supposed to be a three year 
lease.   
 
Manager Walker stated the three year leases 
exceeded the budgeted allocation.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if the 
police vehicle that was being traded in was 
done yet.  
 
Manager Walker advised it had not, it was in 
the process of being de-commissioned.   
 
Council Member Kleven asked if there was 
any possible way we could squeeze six more 
months out of the vehicle he is driving to save 
the taxpayers money.   
 

Manager Walker stated he believes this lease 
will save the taxpayers money as the vehicle 
he is currently driving has a hole rusted 
through the frame, an engine leak which has a 
temporary fix on it and there is no air 
conditioning in the vehicle.   
 
CM 2015-075  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Allsop to approve the bid 
submitted by Bowman Chevrolet for the 
lease of the 2015 Chevy Mailbu for a 27-
month lease with a monthly payment of 
$235.00 per month with a total expense 
from FY 2015-16 of $2,820. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for: Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  Kleven, Cruickshank 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
#4. Consideration of the purchase and 
financing of three Police vehicles.   
 
Manager Walker stated during budget 
discussions discussion took place regarding 
the replacement of three police vehicles.  It 
was decided that three vehicles would be 
replaced through financing them through the 
State Bank at 3.1% interest.  In FY 2015-16 
$33.109 was approved which includes the 
vehicle and the setup costs associated with the 
vehicles.  These are 2015 Ford Interceptor 
police vehicles through Signature Ford.  
Accompanying documentation from Signature 
Ford details the vehicle breakdown as far as 
equipment installation.  The bid quote from 
State Bank listing the payments for the three 
year period is attached with the payments as 
follows:  2016 payment of $32,947.65, 2017 
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payment of 32,698.37 and the 2018 payment 
of $32,698.37.  These payments will be made 
on September 30th in each fiscal year.  It is 
anticipated that during this payment period no 
other police vehicles will need to be 
purchased. The savings is realized through 
cycling out three vehicles and lower 
maintenance costs.  Of the five vehicles being 
cycles out, the newest vehicle will be turned 
over to Chief Story for his use and four others 
being sold.  The contract was drafted by 
Village Attorney Gildner and approved by The 
State Bank.    
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if the 
costs to decommission the other vehicles was 
included.   
 
Manager Walker stated that will be taken care 
of through the regular vehicle maintenance 
budget line.   
 
CM 2015-076  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to approve the purchase 
of three 2015 Ford Interceptor from 
Signature Ford including necessary 
emergency equipment installation with the 
vehicles to be financed through The State 
Bank and authorize the Village Manager 
and/or the Village Clerk/Treasurer to 
execute the documents.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Kleven, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Cruickshank, Heiple, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
 
 

Village Manager 
 
Manager Walker stated that he had some 
information to provide to the Village Council 
tonight which was received last night at the 
DDA meeting.  The DDA is preparing to host 
a Design Charrette in mid-August concerning 
the mid-town district.  It is what we as the 
community and what we as appointed and 
elected officials want to see in that area and 
work with those property owners there.  
Director Potter will be relaying more 
information and invitations for your 
attendance at the Charrette.  This particular 
memo is in regards to bicycle lanes.  Bicycles 
are something we talk about a lot, we like to 
encourage people to get out, ride the bikes, 
reduce vehicle traffic, move a few cars off the 
road, and enhance traffic safety.  This 
particular concept calls for the narrowing of 
lanes on N. Saginaw between E. Maple and 
Grange Hall into one travel lane in each 
direction with a center turn lane and then a 
five foot bicycle lane on each side.  
Accompanied with the memo is a traffic study 
conducted by TIA, which talks about some of 
the dynamics involved with that, some of the 
rationale for considering this change.  There 
are a lot of reasons but it is just for 
information at this time so they can look this 
over prior to the design Charrette.   He stated 
that the Village just went through another 
successful 4th of July celebration and the 
Harley fundraising raffle ticket was drawn at 
the event.  Mr. Tom Sheldon, of Holly, took 
the winning ticket, which was sold by Chris 
Wilkinson of Wilkinson’s Auto.  ABC Harley 
will be presenting the bike to Mr. Sheldon at 
Wilkinson’s Auto on Thursday at 10:00 am.  
Total proceeds are in excess of $4,000 and we 
have about $2,000 set aside for the water relief 
fund where individuals can submit requests to 
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the Holly Community Fund for assistance and 
the Board can disperse funds as they see fit.  
Remaining proceeds will remain for future 
fireworks events.   
 
President Bladzik stated that he is putting a 
call out for volunteers to hang door hangers 
that were provided by Oakland County.  We 
need them placed on every door in Holly and 
some businesses.  If anyone can walk their 
neighborhood, please get with Andy.   
 
Attorney 
 
Absent 
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that the two 
properties sold by the Village located on 
Grange Hall Road and at 405 Cogshall have 
closing dates scheduled and that should all be 
tied up around the first week in August.   
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
Council Member Kleven stated they just had 
their movie night in Battle Alley, the boy 
inherited the chocolate factory and their next 
meeting won’t be until August.   
 
Council Member Rankin stated that at their 
last meeting he brought up the suggestion to 
re-name Crapo Park and it was received pretty 
warmly by the board.  They would like to keep 
it in the theme of the railroad due to Mr. 
Crapo being so important to bringing the 
railroad to Holly.  They also requested that 
their DPW Director solicit some bids for 
treating the lawns in the parks to get rid of the 
weeds.   
 

President Bladzik stated that there is a 
historical marker in the park designating it as 
historic. 
 
Council Member Heiple stated the Planning 
Commission had a special meeting on June 10 
with Delta Tube, the June 24th meeting was 
cancelled and the next meeting is July 22nd.  
The community center advisory board met last 
night and there were lots of new ideas.  
Website is in the works, donations to the 
pantry, clothing, books, food, lots of classes 
coming up including swing and ballroom 
dancing.  Facilities have been rented for 
family reunions and other events.  Last 
Saturday they had a fundraiser murder mystery 
that was so much fun and well attended.  She 
wants to thank the DDA for the $1,000 for 
banners and they are ordered and should be 
hung next week.  The last meeting was the 
biggest meeting they have ever had yet.  There 
were probably 30 people and there are 
Sesquicentennial pins for sale that Joe Mishler 
will have at the car show.   
 
President Bladzik stated the DDA approved 
the funds for the banners for the 
sesquicentennial and there are over the road 
banners as well as pole banners which will be 
displayed in the DDA district.  The Design 
Charrette is huge and they encourage everyone 
to attend.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Allsop stated that on 
September 2nd he and Lisa Clarke and Lobo 
want to hold a special car to benefit 
Alzheimer’s where all proceeds of the 50/50 
raffle will go to benefit Alzheimer’s. 
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President Bladzik stated the Holly Masonic 
Lodge is selling a sesquicentennial shot 
glasses which have renderings of historic 
Holly building which were created from an 
artist’s rendering.  The set of four sells for 
$25.00.  They are in production right now and 
they will also have point of sale.   
 
Manager Walker asked if the Building and 
Grounds Committee could consider 
scheduling a meeting to meet with the VFW 
and the Purple Heart Committee.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Tony Engelberg, 115 Cogshall, stated that on 
behalf of the Karl Richter Center, stated he 
wanted to thank Suzanne for acknowledging 
the food pantry.  They are looking for any 
non-perishable items.  They are looking for all 
types of books, they do have the WIC program 
that come into the community center on 
Thursdays, they could use some movies or 
books to keep some of the small children 
entertained.  He will be happy to get in touch 
with anyone who can help them out and will 
be glad to pick items up.   
 
Timm Smith, stated he went on the Village 
website and it was a complete website and you 
could get in touch with each of the Village 
officials.  Go on the Township website and 
you can’t find that.  Karin Winchester is 
sanitizing the meeting minutes to make it fit 
how she wants, there are no recordings.  One 
of the recent discussions was the need to deal 
with toxic waste and cleanup and recycling of 
things.  They were looking at all kinds of 
things and he brought up the idea of Boy 
Scouts taking the refuse, breaking it down and 
creating a profit for their organization.  You 
have to teach young people how to deal with 

toxic waste, we have to protect our own 
community here.  He would like to see more 
cooperation between the Village and the 
Township.  If we don’t do something to get 
these people out of office, it is going to leave a 
bad taste in people’s mouths.  He is looking 
for people who are interested in running for 
office, there are five people in there who don’t 
care of the law or following their oath of 
office.  He was trying to create a river route 
between Holly and Fenton utilizing the rail 
system.  It is time we change the attitude for 
people in this community and for our 
children’s future.   
 
Larry Lilly, 110 Clarence Street, stated 
everyone looks great, we are in the 21st 
Century now, and we need action and results.  
He is doing it, 17 years he has been doing it.  
His wife helped him too get out there and 
work to unite the whole Holly community.   
You have to work together to do this; it is the 
21st century, Pope Francis is coming, he 
started it.  You had a fantastic write up, you 
are doing it and you don’t complain, that is 
what you want, results.  Working together we 
can do it, its just great.  Ryan, beautiful job, 
all the other girls there, Jerry Walker, 
beautiful job, Cathy led me all the way around 
the building.  He found all the records going 
back to 1999 in the dictionaries, the Bible and 
all that.  Keep up the good work but no 
complaining.  Action, deeds, results, you have 
to do it, no complaining.  He told you he 
would be around for 20 years, do it please, 
he’s seen it, he knows what you can do and 
what you can accomplish.    
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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With nothing further to discuss, Village 
President Bladzik adjourned the meeting at  
20:03.   
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President 
 
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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