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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of June 9, 2015 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 
P.M. in the Karl Richter Center Board of Education Room located at 920 E. Baird Street, Holly, Michigan. 

  
     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Dave Cruickshank 
Suzanne L. Heiple 
Robert Kleven 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
 
 

Staff Present 
Cathrene A. Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Steve McGee 
Andrew Potter 
Mike Story 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.  
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
President Bladzik stated he would like to 
move New Business Item #6, Consideration of 
Entering Executive Session to discuss pending 
litigation to after the second public comment 
in order to complete all manner of business.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of May 26, 
2015.   

3. Consideration of the Approval of 

Warrant 2015-11 in the amount of 
$120,298.00. 

4. Consideration of an Interim Village 
Manager from June 17 – 23, 2015.  

5. Special Events 
a. Battle Alley Movie Nights 
b. Longest Market Days 
c. Adopt – A – Pet 5K Run 

6. Business Registration 
a. Davisburg Bread Company, 

204 S. Saginaw 
 

CM 2015-050  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave to accept the consent 
agenda as amended.     
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
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PUBLIC HEARING – 2015-16 Fiscal Year 
Budget 
 
CM 2015-051  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to open the Public 
Hearing  
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.  
 
Village Council entered the Public Hearing at 
7:02 PM.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated his 
question is still on the purchase of the vehicles 
and he is still awaiting the report from 
Director Klaassen regarding the Water Works 
Building.   
 
Village Council exited the Public Hearing at 
7:03 PM. 
 
CM 2015-052  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to exit the Public 
Hearing. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Angie Lemon, 116 College Street, stated that 
Shirley Campbell passed away this Saturday.  
Her memorial service is being held on June 
18th at 11:00 am with a luncheon to follow at 
St. Rita’s Church.   
 
She thanked Chris Rankin and whoever else 
worked on the boards at Lakeside Park.  A 
tape was put up; she went to the Parks 
Commission meeting the other day and one of 
things they forgot were the boards at the older 

pavilion and she believes that might have 
been part of their discussion.  The posts for 
the pavilion, almost all of them, are rotting at 
the bottom.  She sees where two were shored 
up on either side but there is a lot of them that 
need to be worked on.  She thanked them for 
finding the cover for the hole and also the 
slide needing repair.  You do have the tape on 
it which makes it safer for now.  She thanked 
the Village for acting so swiftly 
 
Sherlyn Everly, 314 Hadley stated she sent a 
letter to all of the Council regarding the Water 
Works Building.  She understands that the 
Village is looking at spending some money on 
it this year.  Her request is instead of putting 
lipstick on a pig; lets step back and spend 
some money and find out what that building 
could be, maybe it can’t be anything, but she 
is recommending that we put forth some 
money and maybe if the Village kicks in, the 
DDA kicks in, we could get enough together 
to get someone who knows what they are 
talking about to do the research and give us 
some facts so that the parks commission and 
the council can make informed decisions for 
the long term use of that building.   
 
Larry Magaw, 213 Washington Street, stated 
that one of the items on the agenda is Item #4 
the purchase of a new truck.  He received 
information that this was going to be paid for 
from the water and sewer fund.  He has 
information that states there is $30,000 
budgeted in sewer and $50,000 budgeted in 
water.  He has the copy of the budget of the 
two pages that show that those are gross 
numbers and includes other items besides a 
truck so he thinks they should find another 
way to subsidize the purchase of this truck 
other than the sewer and water fund.  He 
stated we were paying for this from borrowed 
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money and our bond issue.  He doesn’t 
believe that the water and sewer fund will see 
any use from this vehicle and another way to 
purchase this needs to be found.   
 
George Kullis, 601 E. Maple, stated that he 
had attended the Parks Commission Meeting 
last Thursday night and in public comment as 
a lady had stood up and asked some questions 
about Lakeside Park.    The way that meeting 
was run; the concern came; a couple of 
commissioners asked some questions, they got 
bouncing things around, motions were made, 
votes were taken, all during public comment.  
The gal that is running the meeting seemed 
like she couldn’t get a handle on things that 
were going down.  Every time something 
came up the solution was to tear it out and get 
rid of it.  They talked about planting the M 
again.  They are not meeting during the winter 
months; that is the time you should be 
meeting and planning what you are going to 
do during the summer months.  He had tried 
to raise his hand a couple of times to help the 
gal up front get a handle on it and she kept 
getting run over by a couple of commissioners 
and before you knew it they had voted on it 
and it was a train wreck.  By the time she 
asked him if he had anything to say there was 
no need because it had already been voted on. 
 His point is the Parks are important to us.  
There has been some rehab on Crapo Park in 
conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce.  
At the Parks Commission every time 
something comes up they state they don’t 
have any money; they won’t give us any 
money but how can you give them money 
when they don’t have a plan.  How can you 
give someone money when they don’t have a 
plan.   It’s a problem whether we need to get 
some more training or a couple of classes so 
they know how to run a meeting but some 

attention needs to be put on it because our 
parks are important to us for people looking to 
buy new homes, for economic development 
and so forth.  We have budget issues, the 
DPW is overworked and short manpower but 
without a plan we are never going to get 
anywhere with it.  When you have the attitude 
to just tear it out, that doesn’t solve any issues 
either.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
#1. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
30, Resolution regarding Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) Requests. 
 
CM 2015-053  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to approve Resolution 
2015-30, Resolution regarding Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) Requests. 
 
President Bladzik read the resolution into 
the record. 
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if the fee 
schedule would be posted for the public. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that it would.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Allsop, Cruickshank, Heiple, 
Kleven, Musgrave, Heiple, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
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#2. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
31, Resolution Adopting a Records 
Retention and Destruction Manual. 
 
CM 2015-054  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to authorize Resolution 
2015-031, Resolution Adopting a Records 
Retention and Destruction Manual. 
 
President Bladzik read the resolution into 
the record. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Cruickshank, Heiple, Kleven, 
Musgrave, Heiple, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
#3. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
024, Adopting the Village of Holly 
 
CM 2015-055  Motion by Bladzik, 
second by Musgrave for the consideration 
of Resolution 2015-029, Adopting the 
Village of Holly 2015-16 General 
Appropriations Act.   
 
Motion by Rankin to waive the reading of 
the resolution.  
 
Village Manager Walker stated that the 
budget summary was attached to the memo 
and they can see that the total revenues are 
$7,540,097 and total expenditures $6,846,344. 
 The budget was discussed previously in a 
budget workshop and at prior meetings.  One 
amendment they would like to offer the 
Council tonight is under tab 29 of the budget. 
 In the Karl Richter Community Center there 
was an operating transfer in of revenues of 

$10,000 from the Village for startup 
operations.  In reviewing the total finances of 
the community center, we find that they 
currently have $5,446 in a trust and agency 
account.  That is basically a savings account 
where money they have received for facilities 
rentals is maintained.  We would like to 
reduce the Village transfer in from $10,000 to 
$5,000 and move that $5,446 over into the 
revenue portion of the community center 
budget so they can draw out on that.  They 
will have the same amount of dollars to deal 
with but they will be using their own funds 
and start the process of becoming self-
supporting.    
 
CM 2015-056  Motion by Bladzik, 
second by Heiple to amend the Karl 
Richter Community Center revenue fund 
line 999.000 Operating Transfer In and 
reduce this to $5,000 and add a line of Fund 
Balance Appropriation of $5,000 keeping 
the total request at $34,000 even.  
  
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if this 
budget proposal presented the purchase of 
three police vehicles and the lease of a vehicle 
for the Village Manager. 
 
President Bladzik stated that it did.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated that 
based upon the comments he has heard tonight 
regarding the parks, he considers the lease of 
a vehicle a fringe.  He stated that the issues 
that are being come up with, he is still on the 
fence with this. 
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Council Member Kleven stated this was going 
to be a lease vehicle and we are going to put a 
down payment on it.  What would be the cap 
including the down payment over three years. 
  
Manager Walker stated we have budgeted 
$3,000 per year so $9,000 over the 3-year life.  
 
President Bladzik asked how much of that 
would be offset by the sale of the police 
vehicles.  
 
Manager Walker stated that based upon 
projections we believe we will have in excess 
of $9,000. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  Cruickshank, Kleven 
Absent:  None 
Motion carries.  
 
#4. Consideration of the purchase of a 
Hook Lift Truck and Attachments. 
 
Manager Walker stated the purchase of this 
proposed vehicle is from the 2014-15 budget.  
The costs are going to be split between the 
various funds as listed in the memorandum.  
With the purchase of this vehicle and 
equipment it will allow us to sell two other 
older pieces of equipment from the Village 
which will provide better service and different 
types of service will make the department 
more flexible and free up manpower in a lot of 
ways.  It just takes one person to operate or 
drop off the box to it; so it saves not only in 
manpower, it will save in maintenance costs 
and it will allow us to reduce our fleet by at 
least two vehicles.   

 
Council Member Kleven stated he doesn’t 
have a year of the truck or the make of the 
truck.   
 
Director Klaassen stated it was a 2015 F-550. 
  
 
Council Member Kleven stated that it lists 
$75,600 dollars for purchase of chassis and 
two 5-yard containers.  Do we have a 
breakdown for how much the actual truck 
costs?  
 
Director Klaassen stated the containers are 
roughly $8,000 and the truck and chassis is 
roughly $67,000.  The truck and chassis were 
found at a trade show; he tried to go out to 
other dealers but no one has any.  The 
attachments themselves are pretty reasonable. 
 If we were to wait, we would be looking at 
September or October for the truck and it 
would take another six to eight weeks for the 
attachments.  They are starting out with two 
containers.  These containers can be used on 
site at a water main break; a container can be 
filled with sand or stone and dropped so a guy 
doesn’t have to go back and forth.   
 
Council Member Kleven asked if the truck 
would be used to salt the roads.   
 
Director Klaassen stated there is an 
attachment that can go on it in; in the future 
there will probably be a request for other 
attachments.  This truck is versatile and has 
flexibility. With the hook lift system we can 
put different attachments on the back for 
salting roads and parking lots, we can use a 
dump truck for restoration for water main 
breaks, and we can use it on trees.  Instead of 
having to have three or four trucks we can use 
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the attachments and leave them on site and 
run the chassis back and forth for other use.   
 
Council Member Allsop asked what we would 
be getting rid of.  
 
Director Klaassen stated we have an old dump 
truck that has motor problems and has been 
sitting in the yard for several months and we 
also have a stake truck that we use for our 
Adopt-A-Truck program.   
 
Council Member Kleven asked where the 
money was credited for revenues to the 
general fund or to the water and sewer fund. 
 
Village Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that 
right now it was credited to the general fund.  
She stated it was a simple change in the cash 
receipting system to ensure future revenues 
would go to the water and sewer fund for the 
Adopt-A-Truck program.     
 
Council Member Kleven asked why water and 
sewer customers have to pay to salt the roads. 
  
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated the water and 
sewer customers don’t have to pay to salt the 
roads.  She explained that each month 
Director Klaassen prepares an equipment 
rental report based upon equipment rental 
rates provided annually to the Village by the 
State of Michigan.  This equipment rental 
report is part of the paperwork process we all 
go through as administrators and each month 
she does journal entries to journal entry the 
funds back into the appropriate line item for 
each piece of equipment that jumps between 
departments.  So if this truck is used to salt 
the roads, then a journal entry will be entered 
in the general ledger debiting the major and 

local road funds for time used by the hook lift 
truck for the salting of the roads.   
 
Council Member Allsop asked if it would be 
better for the Village to keep the stake truck in 
the event of a large storm.   
 
Director Klaassen stated that he would be 
trying to trade in the old equipment for the 
possibility of getting another attachment.   
 
Council Member Allsop stated that he thinks 
the council should consider keeping that spare 
stake truck.  $5,000 isn’t a lot of money and 
he thinks that they should hang onto it.   
 
Council Member Kleven asked if the new 
truck would go into the new storage shed. 
 
Director Klaassen stated that it would go in 
the new shed.  It was no larger than any of the 
other equipment the DPW has.   
 
CM 2015-057  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave to purchase the hook 
and lift system and two five yard containers 
from Bell Equipment for the cost of 
$75,600.   
 
CM 2015-058  Motion by Allsop, 
second by Rankin to stipulate to 
administration that we keep the large stake 
truck.   
 
Manager Walker stated that what equipment is 
best suited to serve the department is really an 
administrative decision.  We respect Council’s 
opinion but to have the vehicle sitting, having 
to maintain it and keep insurance on it doesn’t 
make sense.  
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Council Member Rankin stated he thought the 
Council should allow Director Klaassen to 
keep it if he thought we needed it but it should 
be at his discretion.   
 
Motion failed by a voice vote of one yea and 
six nays. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, 
Cruickshank, Heiple, Bladzik 
Voting against:  Kleven 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.  
 
#5.  Consideration of Union and Non-
Unionized Village Employee Wages 
Increases.   
 
Manager Walker stated we are currently in the 
third year of existing contracts with the 
Teamsters and the Police Officers Labor 
Council.  This third year of their contract 
required a wage and health care re-openers 
and after a series of negotiations with both of 
those groups, it was called for a 2% wage 
increase across the board for both unionized 
groups.  At this time both groups have already 
met and ratified the agreement.  Typically 
council has also taken into consideration the 
non-union and administrative employees and 
passes along the same increase over the last 
couple of years.   
 
Staff recommends to approve the tentative 
agreements between the Village and the 
Teamsters and POLC and also to include that 
same increase for administrative and non-
union employees. 
 

CM 2015-059  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to accept the 
recommendation of the Village Manager 
for a 2% wage increase for union and non-
unionized employees of the Village 
 
Council Member Rankin asked if Mr. Stallcup 
was included in this group.   
 
Manager Walker stated that his wages are set 
pursuant to his contract so his wages are not 
included in here.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Allsop, Cruickshank, Heiple, 
Kleven, Musgrave, Rankin, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried. 
 
Village Manager 
 
Manger Walker stated that Hamilton Plaza 
was previously sold but that deal fell through. 
 Additionally we are awaiting the land 
contract on 202 S. Saginaw and should be 
ready for the next council agenda.   
 
Attorney 
 
President Bladzik asked in regards to the 
Parks Commission, it is created by ordinance. 
 What authority does the council have to 
dictate to the Board since Board is established 
by Ordinance.   
 
Attorney Gildner stated he would follow up 
on that and get back with them.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
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Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that she is 
currently awaiting word from the Title 
Company regarding the closing sale dates for 
the property at 405 Cogshall and the vacant 
parcel on Grange Hall Road.  
 
Boards and Commissions 
 
Council Member Heiple stated the Planning 
Commission is tomorrow regarding Delta 
Tube.  The sesquicentennial is meeting on 
Sunday, June 14th at 4:00 pm at the Karl 
Richter Center.   
 
Council Member Rankin stated that they have 
purchased some flowers in order to get the 
“H” done.  He donated some money and 
Suzanne donated some money and they are 
going to get it done.  
 
Council Member Kleven stated that the 
Community Coalition just had their Block 
Party last Friday.  There were approximately 
250 kids there.  Movie night is coming up this 
Saturday.  There will be a total of six movies 
during the summer. 
  
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Rankin asked Council 
Member Musgrave if she could ask HAYA 
about the Community Play Day and see if 
they want to set up a table and distribute 
materials. 
 
Council Member Allsop stated that car show 
was Wednesday and they had over 200 cars. 
 
Council Member Heiple stated on Sunday at 
4:00 pm she invites anyone and everyone to 
come, they really need help. 
 

President Bladzik stated the DDA met 
yesterday and one of the things approved were 
Kiosk type signs which will be placed in high 
traffic areas.  The inserts will be changed as 
necessary to reflect changes in the business 
district.  He is very pleased, after a lot of work 
by the Design Committee, by the DDA Board 
and by Mr. Potter, we have a product and a 
quote that we all like.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Andrew Potter, 300 East Street, would like the 
Council and everyone here to know that 
tomorrow is our featured business.  It is the 
Real Estate One down by the Subway on 
Grange Hall Road.  Immediately following 
that we will be going to Avia’s to sing Happy 
Birthday to Nicole Arnold and our Village 
Manager. 
 
Tim Smith, 1055 S. Holly Road, stated that he 
has been in a fight with the township for six 
years and they were saying that they won.  On 
May 6th he got hit with another lawsuit and 
five showcases as they tried to evict him off of 
the five acre parcel he is on.    It is just 
another way of stealing my property.  We had 
our showcause hearing last Wednesday where 
Mr. Mead stood up in court and complained 
that he had to get a license to get into his 
property; that he was blocking his property 
with his truck on a piece of property that he 
has licensed from Consumers.  His parcel is 
100% land locked and the township has 
known this for six years.  Comes to point, here 
is their lawyer saying he didn’t lie in court, 
but he did, all the way through court.  He 
perjured himself repeatedly for six years, now 
we are in a situation where the township is 
going to spend a lot more money than what 
you guys ever believed.  When it comes down 
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to it, he doesn’t want his property back, he 
never did, he signed it over to the bank so the 
bank would be forced to put the road in to sub 
divide the property.  Township gets in the 
middle of this and delays this for six years.  
They are protected by governmental immunity 
that is the circuit court in Oakland County.  
Unbelievable, the commissioners didn’t go for 
it, Patterson’s office didn’t go for it.  We have 
a rouge judicial group in this county and 
through the old group here in the township.  
Everyone should pay attention because it is 
going to come down with a lot of bad press on 
this town.   
 
George Kullis, 601 E. Maple Street, he thinks 
that it is sad to see the grandstanding that 
comes out of the council when we talk about 
money that has already been appropriated.  
We still have an issue with the signage at this 
building.  Last night they had a Dicken’s 
meeting and people were trying to find the 
appropriate rooms.  He believes that we need 
to have an easel or something that is taken 
outside to indicate there is a meeting in this 
room.   
 
Manager Walker stated new signage is 
scheduled to be installed within seven to ten 
days. 
 
Larry Magaw, 213 Washington Street, states 
the truck that was talked about, he agreed it 
was a very good idea.  He doesn’t like the 
way it was handled, come up at the last month 
of our budget.  Wasn’t really in the budget, 
those funds were set aside for other items 
besides the truck that was in the budget.  It 
should not come from the sewer and water 
because its obviously not going to be 100% 
used by the sewer and water.  He knows they 
think that some of this money is going to 

come pouring in from some of these other 
usages and he would like to see when that 
happens.  He thinks they are making a mistake 
on this rushing through the decision.  He 
stated that Tim Smith has a good point the 
trouble he is having with the township 
because he happens to live in the township 
besides being a village resident.  Whatever its 
going to cost is going to come from my taxes 
as well as your taxes.  They can defer to the 
paid staff here all you want but don’t forget 
you work for me, you represent the taxpayers 
and the residents of this village.   
 
Angie Lemon, 116 College Street, asked if 
there has been a change in our Village 
ordinance regarding shooting off fireworks.    
 
President Bladzik stated that the Village 
Ordinance follows state law.   
 
Ms. Lemon asked who she would call when 
the fireworks started. 
 
Manager Walker stated that she should call 
the non-emergency number at the police 
department.   
 
#6.  Consideration of entering into 
Executive Session to Discuss Pending 
Litigation.   
 
Attorney Gildner stated he was asking 
Council stated that the Open Meetings Act 
allows for Council to enter into a close session 
to discuss certain matters.  He is requesting 
that Council authorize an executive session to 
talk about the Holly vs. Silverman case.   
 
CM 2015-060  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to enter executive session 
to discuss the Holly vs. Silverman case.   
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Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Cruickshank, Heiple, Kleven, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
Council entered Executive Session at 8:30 
pm. 
 
CM 2015-061  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to exit executive session.   
 
Motion carries by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
Council exited Executive Session at 9:00 
pm.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With nothing further to discuss, Village 
President Bladzik adjourned the meeting at  
21:01. 
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President 
 
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 


