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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of December 8, 2015 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:12 P.M. 

in the Karl Richter Center Board of Education Room located at 920 E. Baird Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Debra Musgrave 
Bob Allsop 
Dave Cruickshank 
Suzanne L. Heiple 
Robert Kleven 
Chris Rankin 
 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene A. Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Andrew Potter 
Mike Story 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:12 PM.   
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
President Ryan Bladzik stated he would like 
to strike New Business Item #3, Consideration 
of the Historic District Study Commission 
Report by Chairperson Sue Les as Ms. Les is 
unable to make tonight’s meeting.  We will 
reconvene that item in January.    
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of 
November 10, 2015.   

3. Consideration of the Approval of the 
Public Hearing Meeting Minutes of 

November 10, 2015.  
4. Consideration of the Approval of 

Warrant 2015-22 in the amount of 
$287,496.78.   

5. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
051, Local Approval of a Charitable 
Gaming License for the Holly Area 
Chamber of Commerce.   

6. Special Event 
a. Run Like the Dickens 

7. Business Registration 
a. ATI Physical Therapy 
b. Strongrich & Associates, LLC 
c. Jacq & Diane’s Fruit Box, 

LLC 
8. Consideration of the Finance 

Committee Meeting Minutes of 
December 2, 2015.   
 

CM 2015-114  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to approve the consent 
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agenda as amended. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
John Lauve, 200 N.  
Saginaw, stated there were two items he 
would like to discuss.  The first one is the 
Ilitch Hockey Rink.  They are taking ¼ billion 
dollars of school money to give Ilitch a 
hockey rink where he pays no taxes or no rent 
to the City of Detroit.  The Governor violated 
his oath of office because when he did it, he 
signed it into law without the required 2/3 
vote.  The constitution says you need a 2/3 
vote when you have public funds used for a 
private or local project.  Detroit does not need 
a new hockey rink; they are taking ¼ billion 
dollars in school aid money and that is more 
money than the state gave the City to pay their 
pensioners in the bankruptcy.  The corruption 
of this thing is monumental.  They are all in it, 
the Attorney General said that it is okay to 
take school aid money but the constitution 
says that school aid money is to be used 
exclusively for schools.  Our two 
representatives, both Robertson and Graves 
both voted for this thing.  The main reason 
why he came is because of a letter to the 
Village Council from himself.  He is a 
Vietnam veteran 1967 and he would like the 
Council to send this letter to Washington.  The 
letter says that many groups have “we support 
our troops” and that’s wonderful but it needs 
to be put into actions.  He is requesting action 
by our government in Washington to fix the 
broken promise of health care for veterans.  
Do something for veterans, not just put up 
signs and a tombstone downtown.  It was set 
up in a different era and is obsolete.  They 

need to issue cards similar to Medicare.  He 
would ask the council to authorize sending the 
letter to Washington because he thinks that it 
would mean more from them than from him as 
just a single Vietnam Veteran.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
#1. Consideration of the acceptance of 
the 2015 Fiscal Year Audit by Plante 
Moran PLLC.   
 
Pamela Hill, Audit Partner stated she was 
before the Council with Chrystal Simpson, 
Audit Manager, on the Village audit this year. 
 A brief overview related to June 30, 2015 and 
while they aren’t going to go through all 68 
pages, they will be happy to address any 
questions.  During the year they spend 
approximately 300 hours auditing the books 
and records of the Village.  That is a big time 
commitment for your staff; they do want to 
thank Ms. Behrens and Mr. Walker and their 
team.  They have a great deal of work to get 
prepared for the audit and they appreciate all 
of the assistance to help make their job easier. 
 Two pages she wanted to point out in the 
financial statements are page one and two.  
This is what you hire Plante Moran to give the 
Village.  The Village received an un-modified 
opinion, which is the highest level of 
assurance you can receive from your auditors; 
 it means that the numbers as they are 
presented in the financial statements are free 
of material misstatement; it doesn’t talk about 
the fiscal health of the Village, they will 
discuss that in the graphical presentation.   
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Chrystal Simpson stated they provide this 
graphical representation because they find it 
helpful to look at trends through the years; 
keep in mind these are a snapshot in time as of 
June 30th of each year.   
 
Ms. Simpson discussed the slides individually 
as presented in the graphic presentation.   
 
Ms. Hill stated she would briefly walk through 
the letter addressed to the Village Council.  
She stated on page three; this is required 
communications under the auditing standards; 
they talk about this every year, related to some 
new standards that came into play regarding 
what we need to communicate with the 
Council; they did have a few adjustments that 
were made as part of the audit process this 
year.  They did see a marked improvement in 
the preparation for the audit and the number of 
adjustments was significantly less than has 
been seen in the past, we collaborated with 
them a lot during the year and Cathy did a 
great job of reaching out with questions and 
reviewing what she did last year to catch 
things that may have been missed in the past.  
In an organization your size, you really have 
one person that is preparing for the audit and 
it is common that we are going to find some 
things here and there.  The good news and 
what you should take from that is that the few 
things found were all year-end related, so 
timing wasn’t in the right period and making 
sure it got into the right period so the 
information you are receiving monthly is good 
information and you can rely on that and 
should feel good about that.  Pages two 
through six is another requirement under the 
auditing standards and prior to the audit we 
send out a letter to the Council detailing the 
plan for the audit and if there had been an 
deviations from that plan during the audit, this 

is where they would have notated it to the 
Council.  As it states, there were no deviations 
from their initial plan.  The last couple of 
pages of the letter details some legislative 
changes and what may affect the Village going 
forward and during the budget process.  There 
is some legislation coming in 2018 which will 
require the retiree health care be booked on 
the balance sheets.  She stated another 
important note was that Act 51 monies now 
require additional work and require more 
reports to the state in order to get the same 
amount of money and that is also detailed in 
the letter as far as what staff had to do to 
comply.  In 2017 there will be some 
compliance audits for transportation monies 
received from the state which will be required. 
 Plante Moran is talking to the state about who 
is going to audit these monies and the state is 
telling them they aren’t going to do it so they 
are speaking with the state right now and they 
will keep us posted.   
 
President Bladzik thanked Plante Moran and 
their staff and that he had an opportunity to 
meet the team and they were working very 
hard and very nice staff members.  He has 
very little understanding about these 
accounting standards and when recent ones 
rolled out a number of Cathy’s peers from 
other places turned to her for help from 
different things so in addition to keeping our 
books she was also helping other 
municipalities where she could.   
 
CM 2015-115  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to accept the FY 2015 
Audit Report by Plante Moran PLLC. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
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#2. Consideration of the Downtown 
Development Authority Charrette Report 
by Oakland County Main Street.   
 
Imagine Midtown Holly presented by Ms. 
Leigh Young, Associate Planner of Oakland 
County Main Street.   
 
Manager Walker stated that a large part of the 
engineering was a technical part with the 
addition of the bike lanes and Pat Cawley 
from the Traffic Improvement Association 
(TIA) is here and available to answer any 
questions the council may have.   
 
Pat Cawley, TIA, stated he has worked on a 
lot of road diet projects through the years and 
sometimes they are very controversial.  This 
council seems happy with them.  There are 
many benefits to adding the center turn lanes; 
they are usually described as a win-win; you 
are going to get the safety benefit with the left 
turn lane and you are also going to get some 
traffic calming due to the one through lane.  
You are getting these benefits and you are also 
going to be able to improve your non-
motorized benefits.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked about the 
25% reduction in traffic crashes that would 
have been realized with a left turn lane.   
 
Leigh Young stated that was true because by 
adding the center turn lane you reduce that 
conflict.   
 
Mr. Cawley stated there is generally a 25% 
reduction in crashes and looking at Holly’s 
crash pattern over the past five years, they 
believe that reduction would have been 
mitigated.     
 

Council Member Heiple asked about residents 
attempting to get out of their driveways. 
 
Mr. Cawley stated it was really related to 
where the driveway is in relation to the traffic 
signals.  When you have an organized traffic 
signal, like the Village currently has, every 
half mile or so, you actually get gaps in the 
traffic which could provide greater 
opportunities of getting into the traffic lanes.   
 
Council Member Rankin asked if there had 
been any consideration of lowering the speed 
limit north of Airport Street.  
 
Mr. Cawley stated there was nothing he had 
looked at specifically at this time.   
 
Manager Walker stated that the speed limit 
has been set based upon the four lanes that 
exist now.  Once we experience the left center 
turn lane the Village can have TIA back out 
for a speed study.   
 
 
Victor Lukosauitz stated he lives in the City of 
Linden and they are doing some things over in 
that area related to multiuse trails.  The LAFF 
is a group of advocates for non-motorized 
transportation.  They are a group of 14 people 
right now from community business people, 
volunteers, trying to work with the County 
agencies for Linden, Argentine, Fenton and 
Fenton Township.  They are trying to connect 
communities intelligently and wisely and it 
may be available through a proper design 
scenario.  He did these things for a living and 
he was chosen to chair this group, he chaired 
the planning commission for a dozen years in 
Linden and has nothing to do not that he is 
retired.  They also provided in their handout a 
schematic of their schedule for the first trail 
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placed on the ground hopefully.  There is also 
some information that came from the League 
of Michigan Bicyclists where he used to sit on 
the Board of Directors.  He wanted to come 
and support what the Council is considering.   
 
#3. Consideration of the Condemnation 
of the residential structure located at 302 
North Street, Holly, MI. 
 
President Bladzik stated there was a letter 
from Chief McGee and a public hearing was 
held and now they need to decide what to do.   
 
Manager Walker stated that we had our public 
hearing, received input from the public and 
this letter from Chief McGee; he starts out in 
the first sentence and it says literally “the 
home located at 302 North Street must be 
demolished”.  This is what staff is looking for 
tonight.  The structure is not safe and most of 
the requirements listed in the ordinance are all 
present at that particular structure.  The 
foundation is compromised as well as the 
house.  There were children and teens up and 
around in the structure so the Village took 
steps to secure the home as best as we could 
through the board up.   
 
Council Member Musgrave asked if we could 
assess the cost of the demolition to the taxes. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that she had 
learned from Oakland County Home 
Improvement that you can assess a lien on the 
property that decreases in amount each year.  
For instance in the first year you would assess 
a lien of $30,000 in the first year, the second 
year it would be lowered to $20,000 and the 
third year it would be lowed to $10,000 and in 
the fourth year the lien would fall off.  
 

Council Member Cruickshank stated that he 
thinks we should make sure and cross all of 
our t’s and dot all of our I’s to make sure we 
have given the homeowner the opportunity to 
comply.     
 
Attorney Gildner stated he could speak to this 
matter and advised there are a couple of 
ordinances that cover this situation both the 
Village’s blight ordinance and dangerous 
structure.  Certainly a ticket could be written, 
this is a different option and while he doesn’t 
know the specifics of this case, the 
condemnation option has been presented.  
Both options provide the owner with due 
process and from what he has heard and what 
he does know about it, due process has been 
afforded.  Both of these options are mutually 
exclusive of one another and afford the due 
process to the homeowner. 
 
President Bladzik stated that it is important to 
note that this is not a case of eminent domain; 
we are making this determination because it is 
a dangerous structure and due to lack of 
response from the homeowner the council has 
to take action.   
 
CM 2015-117  Motion by Rankin, 
support by Allsop to order the 
condemnation of the structure located at 
302 North Street, Holly, MI.   
 
Council Member Rankin asked if the 
homeowners would be notified of this action. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that the 
homeowners would be notified of the order of 
condemnation.   
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Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Heiple, Kleven, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Cruickshank, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.  
 
#4. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
049 authorizing the 2016 FY Community 
Development Block Grant Fund 
Application and authorize the Village 
President to execute the documents for 
submission to Oakland County.   
 
CM 2015-117  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to authorize the approval 
of Resolution 2015-049 authorizing the 
submission of the 2016 CDBG application 
to Oakland County Community 
Development and Home Improvement.   
 
Motion by Heiple to waive the reading of 
the resolution.   
 
President Bladzik stated that in Program Year 
2016 we are applying for $15,724 for 
demolition and clearance, $3,000 for youth 
services and $3,000 for yard services which 
originated from our public hearing held on 
November 10, 2015.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Kleven, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Cruickshank, Heiple, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
#5. Consideration of the FY 2016 FY 
Community Development Block Grant 

Fund Conflict of Interest Certification and 
authorize the Village President to execute 
the document. 
 
President Bladzik stated the Village is 
required to provide a Conflict of Interest 
Certification in order to participate in the 
CDBG application process.   
 
CM 2015-118  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to authorize the Village 
President to execute the Conflict of Interest 
Certification for the CDBG application 
process.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
#6. Consideration of Fiscal Year 2016 
Smart Specialized Services Operating 
Assistance Program Third-Party Contract. 
  
 
President Bladzik stated the Village receives 
$18,335 every year for this is an action item to 
authorize the Village President to execute said 
agreement valid from October 1, 2015 through 
September 30, 2016.   
 
CM 2015-119  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to authorize the Village 
President to execute the agreement between 
the Village of Holly and SMART for the 
Specialized Services Operating Assistance 
Program for FY 2016.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
#7. Consideration of FY 2017 SMART 
Specialized Services Operation Assistance 
Program Application and authorize the 
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Village Clerk/Treasurer to execute the 
documents.  
 
President Bladzik stated this is to authorize 
the Village Clerk/Treasurer on behalf of the 
Village of Holly Smart Program for the 
Specialized Services application for FY 2017. 
  
 
CM 2015-120  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Allsop to approve the 2017 
SMART Specialized Services Operation 
Assistance Program Application and 
authorize the Village Clerk/Treasurer to 
execute the documents.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
#8. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
050, Authorizing the Agreement for IT 
Services between Oakland County Clemis 
and the Village of Holly. 
 
Motion by Musgrave, second by Allsop to 
approve Resolution 2015-050 authorizing 
the agreement for IT Services between 
Oakland County Clemis and the Village of 
Holly. 
 
Motion by Musgrave to waive the reading 
of the resolution.   
 
Manager Walker stated this is a contract to 
allow the Village to keep receiving services 
through Oakland County Information 
Technology.  This is primarily the Clemis 
system through the police department and the 
mugshot and fingerprint services as well as 
our fire records management.  This is not 
something that is done every year.   
 

 
Council Member Cruickshank asked why we 
had not seen this type of an agreement for 
almost 20 years.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that this 
agreement has been updated to reflect the 
newer technologies that both the police and 
fire departments currently have access to.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Heiple, Kleven, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Cruickshank, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
REPORTS 
 
Village Manager 
 
Manager Walker stated our written reports 
were contained in the packet and the only 
thing he will add is at the Planning 
Commission next Wednesday, they will be 
considering a Special Land Use and Site Plan 
Review from 405 Cogshall.  They are 
developing a sports training type facility 
however as part of the process it will require a 
text amendment to our zoning ordinance.  Our 
planners have been working on it and this is 
procedurally possible for the Planning 
Commission to give approval contingent upon 
the adoption of the text amendment by the 
Council.  This will be back in front of the 
council for consideration in January.   
 
Attorney 
 
Attorney Gildner stated that it has been a quiet 
time.   
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Council Member Cruickshank asked if the 
debtor’s exam has been scheduled.   
 
Attorney Gildner stated that the last time he 
spoke with the council there was a developer 
looking at some of the properties but he is 
confident that a deal didn’t go through due to 
the issue of the tap in fees.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if the 
debtor’s exam had any teeth to it and won’t he 
be held in contempt if he doesn’t appear. 
 
Attorney Gildner stated it does but the judge, 
in this case, has stated that as long as 
Silverman makes himself available by phone 
then it could be handled that way.  He hasn’t 
pushed this communication yet because he 
believes that handling it this way causing the 
Village to lose the leverage we would have by 
him personally having to appear in court.  He 
has no problem pushing a telephone debtor’s 
exam for what it is worth.  He doesn’t have as 
much confidence in that as he would sitting 
across the table but that is our option at this 
point.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Nothing to report.   
 
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
Council Member Kleven stated that Tena and 
Sam Alvarado were awarded the Family of the 
Year Award from the Holly Area Chamber of 
Commerce and it was well deserved.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated the community 
center advisory committee met just prior to the 

council meeting and there is currently 
temporary consideration for the community 
center administration to work under the Holly 
Township Parks and report to the Village 
Council.  She stated that this Sunday on 
December 13th is the Fire Department’s Arts 
& Crafts show and in January there will be an 
open house held.   
 
Council Member Rankin stated that Parks 
Commission is currently on hiatus and doesn’t 
meet until January.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Kleven thanked everyone for 
turning out to the Purple Heart Memorial.   
 
Council Member Rankin advised the the 
upcoming weekend is the last weekend of the 
Dicken’s Festival.  He stated that Dicken’s 
had a well-attended second weekend.  He 
advised that he was busy all day in the kid’s 
tent.  Everyone was having good times and 
everyone should come down and see them.   
 
Council Member Musgrave wished everyone 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year. 
 
Council Member Heiple stated she would like 
to commend Jerry Walker, Andy Potter and 
the DDA, Dick Rossell, and MainStreet for 
the wonderful job they all did.     
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated that over 
the past couple of council meetings he thinks 
they should re-visit the topic of when public 
comment is heard.  Previously it was at each 
agenda items and we moved away from that 
possibly due to long meetings; but it has been 
on his mind.  It may affect the way that they 
vote.   
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President Bladzik wished Suzanne Heiple a 
Happy Birthday and stated that this weekend 
is Run Like the Dickens on Saturday morning, 
the 5K run and 10K run and the Tiny Tim 
Trot.  This is one of the biggest events we 
have in town, so come on out and wished 
everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
John Lauve, 200 N. Saginaw, stated putting a 
bike lane down Saginaw is a terrible idea.  If 
you don’t live on the street; think about it, 
what good is a bike lane is going to do in the 
winter.  There is right turn on red so there is a 
continuous stream of traffic on the right hand 
side so to go out of the driveway he has to 
fight them and if it is one way there is going to 
be a lot more fighting taking place.  If he goes 
down to the library, he slows down to go to 
the library and they can go around you in the 
left lane.  As far as the speeds you need to 
slow down because most people turn at Maple 
Street.  It is not appropriate to make it one 
lane of traffic.  To do this will make it much, 
much worse.  These people that come down 
from Oakland County have big dreams and 
have the answer; he lives and sees it all the 
time.  How many bikes do you see on the 
street?  He stated that we could discuss the 
water rates and that the proper way to do the 
water rates is to have the debt in the water 
rates instead of paying these large bills.   
 
Marlo Davidson, 434 Sherwood Court, stated 
she just wanted to stand up here and use the 
podium.  It works really well and she can hear 
and see.  She does not like the change in the 
traffic from Airport to Grange Hall.  They are 

doing 40 now, they are flying downtown.  
Merry Christmas to you all.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With nothing further to discuss, Village 
President Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 
19:53.   
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President 
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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