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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of October 13, 2015 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Pro-Tem Musgrave at 

7:00 P.M. in the Karl Richter Center Board of Education Room located at 920 E. Baird Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
 
Councilmembers Present 
 
Debra Musgrave, President 
Pro-Tem 
Bob Allsop 
Dave Cruickshank 
Suzanne L. Heiple 
Robert Kleven 
 
Excused Absent 
 
Ryan Bladzik, Village 
President 
 

 
Staff Present 
 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene A. Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Andrew Potter 
Tim Stallcup 
Mike Story 
 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Pro-Tem Musgrave called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.  
 
CM 2015-100  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Heiple to excuse President 
Bladzik from tonight’s council meeting due 
to being out of town.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.  
 
President Pro-Tem Musgrave stated that the 
Village lost a very dear member of the 

community yesterday and she would like to 
have a moment of silence in his honor.  She 
stated that Adam Connell will be missed.  
  
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
President Pro-Tem Musgrave stated she had 
one change to the Consent Agenda under Item 
#7; the Village Attorney is present at tonight’s 
meeting.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes on 
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September 22, 2015. 
3. Consideration of the Approval of 

Warrant 2015-19 in the amount of 
$80,892.92.   

4. Consideration of the Village of Holly 
July 2015 Balance Sheet. 

5. Consideration of the Village of Holly 
August 2015 Balance Sheet. 

6. Consideration of the Village of Holly 
1st Quarter Revenue/Expenditure 
Report. 

7. Consideration of excusing the Village 
Attorney from tonight’s meeting.   

 
 
CM 2015-101  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Cruickshank to approve the 
consent agenda as amended.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays 
 
CM 2015-102  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Cruickshank to add 
Consideration of a DDA Budget 
Amendment to New Business Item #4. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Marlo Davidson, 434 Sherwood Court stated 
that she hates to remind the Council but she 
can’t hear them sitting in the front row.  She 
knows that people in the back must not be 
able to hear either.  
 
Joe Mishler, 620 Academy stated he was with 
the Karl Richter Community Center Board of 
Directors and he is here to talk about one of 
their projects.  They have given serious 

consideration to creating a Veteran’s Service 
Center.  They have had various conversations 
with the VA out of Detroit and they have 
talked with Veteran’s Affairs at Oakland 
County; the key elements of this project is we 
are completing a needs assessment survey.  
They are circulating a questionnaire to find 
out what veteran’s would like to see in a 
veteran’s service center.  The main point 
would be to help Veteran’s in any possible 
way that we could help them either by 
bringing in certified service officers who 
could help with claims or to provide 
information or maybe even provide a 
gathering place but they are early in the 
process.  They have had 160+ surveys 
returned to them and the surveys stretch from 
Lapeer to Howell and from Flushing to 
Clarkston.  They are assuming there will be a 
lot more surveys coming in.  The reason for a 
Veteran’s service center is because Holly is in 
the middle of nowhere and if you are a 
veteran, you have to go a long way to get 
help. Holly is between Flint and Pontiac.  The 
area is much bigger than we thought it was 
and we extend a long way outside of our 
boundaries. They are looking forward to 
seeing how the survey pans out.  Some results 
of the survey are health care, assistance with 
benefits, those are the top items listed.  About 
70% of the people who turn in the survey are 
Vietnam Veteran’s which is somewhat 
surprising to him because he thought there 
would be younger veterans as well but it may 
be early in the process.  They haven’t 
committed any part of the facility but they do 
have Oakland County coming out here on 
October 27th and are bringing two state 
certified officers and if anyone would like to 
make an appointment, just let them know.  
They will be out between 9:00 am – 3:30 pm 
and they will be able to file claims.    
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Council Member Cruickshank asked Mr. 
Mishler if they were contacting Detroit to find 
out if this service center was a viable option 
or is it just to get the ball rolling.    
 
Mr. Mishler stated that through the American 
Legion, they have someone who works for the 
Detroit VA and they advised them that the 
Federal Veterans Administration is looking to 
do outreach into areas that don’t have 
services.  We qualify, on the other hand, they 
learned the State of Michigan, different from 
the federal level VA, and they are also 
looking to do outreach; they have a map 
showing the entire state and we are one of the 
areas they would like to target.   
 
Council Member Heiple asked if this was for 
Veteran’s and their families.  She knows we 
have at least one veteran’s mother in the 
Village.   
 
Mr. Mishler stated that it was and advised that 
the questionnaires were available on the Karl 
Richter Facebook page.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
#1. Consideration of awarding the bid 
to Dixon Engineering for the Video 
Inspection of the Village of Holly Water 
Towers. 
 
Manager Walker stated that the Village 
currently has three elevated water storage 
towers that hold about 875,000 gallons of 

water.  It is a state requirement that we have 
them inspected.  Dixon Engineering is a 
company in Michigan that performs those 
inspections, this is a specialized field.  They 
are the single source in this area.  They 
submitted a bid for $5,500 and the amount 
was budgeted which was approved by council 
during the budget process.   
 
CM 2015-103  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Allsop to award the bid to Dixon 
Engineering for the inspection of the 
Village Water Towers at a cost of 
$5,500.00. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for: Allsop, Cruickshank, Heiple, 
Kleven, Musgrave, Rankin 
Voting against:  None  
Absent:  Bladzik 
Motion carried.   
 
 
#2. Consideration of the purchase of a 
submersible pump in the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant. 
 
Manager Walker stated that this item was also 
a budgeted item that was approved by Council 
during this year’s budget cycle.  The WWTP 
currently has three submersible pumps used in 
the trickling filter process.  During the past 
nine years the Village has spent 
approximately $19,787 for repairs on this 
pump; so while they have an age span, it is 
costly the longer you keep them.  The bid for 
the replacement pump is $22,360.  The 
particular pump that Director Stallcup is 
recommending is a Flygt Pump from Kennedy 
Industries, Wixom, MI.  It is estimated by 
Director Stallcup that due to the increased 
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efficiency of the newer pump is it could 
produce up to 25% in energy savings.   
 
President Pro-Tem Musgrave asked if the 
current submersible pump is past its useful 
life. 
 
Director Stallcup stated that they are in the 
process of repairing the existing pump 
because they are required to have a backup; 
similar to what Director Klaassen has through 
mandates.  They can’t wait six or eight weeks 
when something happens.  The pump will be 
repaired and maintained as a form of backup 
 
CM 2015-104  Motion by Heiple, 
second by Rankin to authorize the 
purchase of the Flygt Explosion Proof 
Submersible Pump at a cost of $22,360.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for: Cruickshank, Heiple, Kleven, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Bladzik 
Motion carried. 
 
#3. Consideration of the Special Event 
Permit for the Dicken’s Festival.   
 
Manager Walker stated in front of the council 
was the Special Event application for the 
Dicken’s Festival and we have several 
members of the committee here to answer any 
questions the council may have.  This was 
placed in New Business rather than the 
Consent Agenda just so the footprint of the 
event could be described.  In the past there has 
been discussion about exactly what the 
footprint of the Dicken’s Festival should have. 
 The Dicken’s Committee has done quite a bit 

of evaluation and the committee would like 
the event to remain on Saginaw for a lot of 
different reasons, and they can explain those 
to you.  The two points that staff wanted to 
make was one; they talked about crossing 
guards that is required, if the event is held on 
S. Saginaw, there are also events over in 
Crapo Park so it requires a crossing guard in 
front of the Holly Hotel and the Dicken’s 
Festival has that cost built in.  The other thing 
is there has been discussion regarding the pros 
and cons to closing off S. Saginaw 
particularly from S. Saginaw to Battle Alley 
and he believes that the committee is aware of 
that and the committee has been made aware 
that, from staff perspective, that the area 
between S. Saginaw and Battle Alley only be 
closed off if there are enough vendors.  Other 
than that he believes the committee can 
explain the footprint and any other issues.   
 
George Kullis, 601 E. Maple, Director of the 
Dicken’s Festival, stated he wanted to thank 
Manager Walker and staff because they have 
had a couple of meetings about this and public 
safety is a main concern for both the 
committee and the Village.  He had the 
opportunity to meet with Chief Story and 
Sergeant Simpson and in this years 
application they have requested S. Saginaw 
through Battle Alley as a precaution.  There is 
a mix opinion of some of the business as to 
whether the festival should come all the way 
to Maple down Saginaw Street although more 
want to see it come down there than don’t 
want to see it.  They just don’t want to see the 
streets closed for the sake of closing it, they 
would like to see it filled.  They had a 
discussion with Chief Story and Sergeant 
Simpson about moving it over to Broad Street 
and the practicalities of doing that and they 
actually laid it out to a plan that could be 
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feasible but as this festival comes back; and 
last year the success they had; they started out 
their year in a position where they were 
begging for support to turn it around; and the 
success last year brought forth additional 
support and a willingness to participate.  Last 
year they had to beg for vendors and ended up 
with three, this year we already have six and 
are getting phone calls daily.  His other 
concern is that he has had businesses pay to 
sponsor the Dicken’s Festival and the stage 
was placed in front of the Christmas tree and 
upon polling those businesses who have 
supported the festival, they do not want to see 
it move over to Broad Street.  At this point 
and time it seems to be the favor of the 
community to leave the festival where it has 
been.  It is difficult to make everyone happy 
but the businesspeople seem to want the 
festival left where it is.   
 
CM 2015-105  Motion by Kleven, 
second by Heiple to approve the Special 
Event application for the Dicken’s Festival. 
  
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
 
#4. Consideration of the approval of a 
DDA Budget Amendment.   
 
Manager Walker stated at last night’s DDA 
meeting on October 12th the DDA Board 
voted unanimously to transfer $4,000 from the 
fund balance for the purchase of Christmas 
decorations to place along N. Saginaw 
through to the McDonalds.  There are 
currently no decorations in that area, this is a 
long range plan of the DDA to increase the 
decoration area.   
 

CM 2015-106  Motion by Allsop, 
second by Rankin to authorize the budget 
amendment in the amount of $4,000 to 
DDA line # 248-691-967.202 for the 
purchase of Christmas decorations. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:   Heiple, Kleven, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Cruickshank 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Bladzik 
Motion carried.   
 
REPORTS 
 
Village Manager Walker stated that there has 
been discussion with Republic Services about 
the elimination of the dumpsters that are 
through the placement of a compactor in this 
area.  The businesses downtown who utilize 
the dumpster area will be given the access 
code to utilize the new equipment and we 
believe this will improve the situation down 
there with potential odors, insects, and 
rodents. 
 
Attorney 
 
Attorney Gildner stated it has been a pretty 
slow month, we are on our third month of not 
receiving payment from Silverman.  They are 
finalizing details for the 23rd of October for 
the debtor’s exam; he has some information 
that he is not at the liberty of sharing with the 
Council at this time but realistically he 
doesn’t believe anything Silverman is 
currently telling him anyway.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Nothing to report. 
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BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
Council Member Cruickshank stated that at 
the HDC Cupcakes and Kisses requested to 
put a mural on the side of their building along 
with some shutters and flower baskets; the 
project was approved and the project is 
complete.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated the Planning 
Commission met on the 23rd and they 
approved a site plan amendment for Muffler 
Man and they had the first of their workshop 
study sessions for possible zoning changes.  
She stated the Karl Richter Community 
Center had their meeting today and there is a 
written report in the packet for their review.  
They also had their final Sesquicentennial 
meeting and there was a really good turnout.  
They have a little remaining money they have 
decided to dedicate towards an annual fall 
festival.   
 
Council Member Rankin stated that the Parks 
Commission had a meeting last week and 
approved the installation of sand Volleyball 
courts by Chaos Volleyball in Lakeside Park.  
They will be placed north of the play structure 
and the restrooms where the placement will 
not interfere with existing structures or the 
view of the Bush Lake.  
 
Holly Area Community Coalition now has 
two new Directors.  Nick Klempp and Susan 
Papple will be sharing the position and the 
next meeting is next Monday, October 19th. 
 
Council Member Musgrave stated they are 
gearing up for Jacobsen-Quinn toy project for 
the kids with more to come. She will have a 

list of items needed for donations in case 
anyone is interested.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Kleven stated that Marlo 
Davidson pointed out the fact that no one can 
hear us.  He has heard this from many people, 
we need microphones and they need a podium 
with a microphone and that is all there is to it. 
 Coming up and speaking into the speaker is 
not getting it.   
 
Council Member Allsop stated he wanted to 
thank everyone for their help with the car 
show.  It was a total success and he hopes that 
it does even better next year.   
 
Council Member Musgrave stated she would 
like to thank Bob and Laurie Allsop for all of 
their hard work in putting the car show 
together.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated she wanted to 
mention the Connell family and it is 
heartwarming how this community is 
wrapping their arms around them during this 
difficult time.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank appreciates Joe 
Mishler’s work on the veteran’s service 
center.   He wishes that he could help and 
wished he had some contacts for him.  He 
stated in regards to the Dicken’s Festival he 
know that some of the businesses that are not 
interested in Saginaw; he thinks that those 
businesses deserve a voice in this as well and 
we need to be somewhat mindful of that.  It is 
important to keep them in mind as well.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
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Marlo Davidson, 434 Sherwood Court, stated 
she appreciates Bob Kleven’s support in this 
issue.  There are several things that bother 
her; she has a hearing loss and when she sits 
with members of the audience she knows 
other have a similar problem.  When the 
public speaks to the council the audience can’t 
hear them because their voice is projecting 
forward.  When the Council sits with their 
hands covering their mouth that also muffles 
the voice and it doesn’t project.  She 
appreciates what they do.     
 
Andy Potter, DDA Executive Director, wants 
to invite everyone tomorrow to Holly’s First 
Hops Vine cutting.  The public is welcome, 
the ribbon cutting is at 10:00 am and maybe 
after you can enjoy a light lunch.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With nothing further to discuss, President Pro-
Tem Musgrave adjourned the meeting at 
19:43.   
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President 
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 


