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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of August 25, 2015 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 P.M. 

in the Karl Richter Center Board of Education Room located at 920 E. Baird Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Dave Cruickshank 
Suzanne L. Heiple 
Robert Kleven 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene A. Behrens 
Steve McGee 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.  
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
President Bladzik stated he would like to add 
to Consent Agenda Item #6 Consideration of 
Resolution 2015-044, Consideration of the 
Appointment of Janice Nguyen Seeley to the 
Downtown Development Authority Board of 
Directors.  He further stated he would also 
like to re-arrange New Business as he would 
like to change New Business Item #1 to a 
verbal report from Fire Chief McGee on the 
fire at Holly Woodlands for informational 
purposes.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

 
1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes on August 
11, 2015.   

3. Consideration of the Approval of 
Warrant 2015-16 in the amount of 
$132,749.63.  

4. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
043, approving the permit for the 
Sesquicentennial Fireworks Display 
through Ace Pyro, LLC. 

5. Special Event 
a. Holly High School 

Homecoming Parade – 
September 19, 2015 

6. Consideration of Resolution 2015-
044, Consideration of confirming the 
Village President’s Appointment of 
Janice Nguyen Seeley to the 
Downtown Development Authority 
Board of Directors. 
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CM 2015-085  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to approve the consent 
agenda as amended. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
#1. Report on the structure fire at Holly 
Woodland by Fire Chief Steve McGee.   
 
Chief McGee stated that last night at around 
11:20 pm there was an automatic alarm from 
the high-rise at Holly Woodlands.  It is 
assisted care living and normally automatic 
alarms happen quite a bit so we don’t send all 
of the troops but in this case the police got on 
scene fairly quickly and had heavy smoke 
visible out of the front door.  They relayed 
this to the fire department and Engine #1 and 
Engine #2 and an ambulance responded.  
They immediately called for command, 
followed all of the protocols and did 
everything correct.  They called Groveland 
who sent two engines and personnel over; 
North Oakland came with a crew and a half 
and Springfield moved up to cover the Village 
stations.  The water alarm happens when there 
is actual water flowing in the building.  We 
are not sure if the stove was left on but the fire 
started behind some cabinets, the cabinets 

burned up and moved to the ceiling it was 
working its way towards the dining room.  
One sprinkler had activated which helped with 
the fire but there was still a good deal of 
flames when the crews went in.   During this 
time a lady called to advise she was trapped in 
the building, smoke everywhere, so they had 
to go in with a crew to attack the fire and a 
crew for search.  All of the departments 
converged on the scene and it went really 
well.  The Holly crew went and put out the 
fires in the extension, the first Groveland crew 
went to the highest hazard area and started to 
evacuate people.  They worked their way up 
from the highest hazard to the lowest hazard; 
no one was hurt and it went really well.  They 
got the fire out and got all of the residents out 
safely.  Deanna did a wonderful job, she got a 
large transport van, and he looked out and saw 
a whole bunch of elderly people with fire 
coats on.  They turned the water off to the 
system, replaced the sprinkler head because 
the building was still habitable, and re-
activated the fire alarm system.  They then 
blew out the building with positive pressure 
fans and within 30 minutes the building had 
clean air.  As you go into the building straight 
across the hallway is where the kitchen and 
dining room is and in the hallway to the right, 
the first floor had several inches of water due 
to the sprinkler; those sprinkler put out 15 
gallons a minute.  All of that water flooded 
carpeting down the hallway so they called the 
fire investigator who in turned called a 
cleanup company to start evacuating the water 
and they then began to move people back in 
with the exception of the first floor south 
wing, which was six rooms and six people.  
Deanna made contact with all of the families 
of the residents and they actually started to 
arrive while the fire department was still 
working the fire.  It was a great team effort 
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and went very well but no one got a great deal 
of sleep last night.  
 
#2. Consideration of the Parks 
Department Budget Amendments.  
 
Council Member Rankin stated that Parks is 
planning on having some inflatables on Play 
Day so they are looking for a budget 
amendment to assist in funding these items 
not to exceed $1,000.  They are doing some 
fundraising for this so they don’t expect to 
need full funding. 
 
President Bladzik stated that a group of 
citizens and parents of Patterson Elementary 
have come together regarding with the idea of 
refurbishing some of the playground structure 
there.  Some of them have rotted at the base 
and given the school district budget, when 
something comes down it doesn’t get 
replaced.  There were safety concerns and 
quality concerns.  For the past five years we 
have been a Playful City USA so we began a 
fundraising campaign to raise funds to replace 
equipment.  Per our Village ordinances school 
playgrounds function as Village parks so they 
approached the Parks Commission for a 
contribution of $1,000 towards this endeavor. 
  
CM 2015-086  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave to approve the Parks 
Department request for a budget 
amendment in the amount of $1,000 for 
Community Play Day and $1,000 for the 
Partnership for Play to be allocated out of 
the general fund balance.   
 
Council Member Kleven asked if this was 
legal because the school has its own millage.  
Can we give them money out of our millage.   
 

Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that she 
contacted the Department of Treasury with 
this same question and was advised that this is 
acceptable because school playgrounds serve 
the children within a community.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if the 
money was going to the school or to the 
501c3. 
 
President Bladzik advised that the funds 
would go to the 501c3.   
 
CM 2015-087  Motion by 
Cruickshank, second by Kleven to split the 
question into two separate budget 
amendments.   
 
CM 2015-087 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Cruickshank 
Voting against:  Allsop, Heiple, Kleven, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Bladzik 
Motion failed.  
 
CM 2015-86 
Roll call vote was as following  
 
Voting for:  Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  Cruickshank, Kleven 
Motion carried.   
 
 
#3. Special Event – Loyal Order of the 
Moose Sesquicentennial Beer Tent – 
September 12, 2015.  
 
Manager Walker stated that before the 
Council is the Special Event application from 
the Loyal Order of the Moose for the beer 
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tent.  This beer tent is part of the 
Sesquicentennial Celebration.  There has been 
some discussion on social media about where 
the beer tent is going to be and how it is going 
to co-exist with Play Day.  For clarification; 
Play Day is over in Crapo Park and the beer 
tent is right outside the door of the Moose and 
separated by two railroad tracks and the tent.  
The two events are going to occur at the same 
time, they are totally separate.  The Moose has 
supplied all of the required documentation as 
well as the signed contract.   
 
CM 2015-088  Motion by Allsop, 
second by Heiple to approve the Special 
Event Application for the Loyal Order of 
the Moose Sesquicentennial Event 
Application on September 12, 2015 as 
presented. 
 
Motion carries by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
#4. Consideration of the Village 
Manager Vehicle Lease.  
 
Manager Walker stated the vehicle lease has 
turned out to be much more complicated than 
we had originally thought.  During budget 
workshops and budget approval $3,000 was 
allocated for a vehicle lease for the Manager.  
Bids were solicited and one was selected only 
to find out that the finance companies for all 
three of the big three auto makers no longer 
lease to municipalities.  There are two options 
left; there is an option to possibly obtain the 
lease through MIBid which is similar to what 
the police department does for vehicle 
purchases and while they usually do fleet 
allocations they are going to look at our 
individual application.  The second option 
would be to have the Village Manager lease 

the vehicle in his name and have the Village 
make the payment and reimburse him for the 
insurance cost.  He doesn’t have any 
objections to this but his preference would be 
to go through the MIBid process.  He is 
looking for authorization from council that 
whichever one of those two options work that 
he and/or the Clerk/Treasurer be authorized to 
execute the documents to secure the lease.  
Either option would not exceed the $3,000 
originally allocated during the budget process.  
 
Council Member Kleven stated that it would 
not exceed the $3,000 and asked the Village 
Manager if he was paying for his own gas. 
 
Manager Walker stated he was not; he would 
have his gas supplied if he was driving a 
police cruiser or a lease vehicle. 
 
Council Member Kleven stated that it would 
be more than $3,000 and asked how much we 
had budgeted.   
 
Council Member Musgrave stated this was a 
moot issue at this point, we are discussing 
how to obtain a vehicle for the Village 
Manager not how to fund the gas.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if it 
wouldn’t be easier to just provide a $3,000 
vehicle lease stipend to the Village Manager’s 
salary. 
 
President Bladzik stated this would require a 
contract amendment.   
  
CM 2015-089  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave, to authorize the 
Village Manager and/or the 
Clerk/Treasurer to execute any necessary 
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documents for a vehicle lease not to exceed 
$3,000 per fiscal year.  
 
Motion carries by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
 
Village Manager 
 
Nothing further to report.   
 
Attorney 
 
Attorney Gildner advised the Silverman 
August payment was made and he doesn’t 
believe the September payment will be made 
either.  He has been in contact with his 
attorney and he has stated that they money is 
not in hand.  He had filed a motion with the 
court to hold the attorney and Ms. Silverman 
be held in contempt.  The Judge has ordered 
that they appear next Wednesday.  He has 
received multiple phone calls which he hasn’t 
returned yet but he is receiving messages that 
Mr. Silverman is in Arizona and the money is 
coming, it will be there.  He had his hopes 
raised for a month or two but they have been 
dashed again.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank asked if it was 
a debtor’s exam.  
 
Attorney Gildner stated that per the judgment 
if the payment wasn’t made he had to appear 
the next week for a debtor’s exam.  Hopefully 
this will spur some payments but we will see.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that she had 
notified the Council that the monthly 
department head report would be provided 

tonight at the council meeting but 
unfortunately due to several department heads 
being out of the office this week on vacation, 
the July statistical report will be included in 
the next council packet.   
 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 
Council Member Heiple stated the Planning 
Commission meeting is tomorrow.  The next 
formal meeting of the Sesquicentennial is 
September 8 at 5:30 but they will also be 
having informal meetings every Wednesday at 
6:00 for about 20 minutes to just touch base 
on everything.  They have not had another 
community center meeting since the last 
report.   
 
Council Member Kleven stated the 
community coalition had a meeting last 
Monday.  It was requested to recruit a media 
representative and they were able to get Vera 
Hogan to fulfill that role.  The last movie 
night was last Saturday and they plan on 
doing it next year.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Allsop stated he is working 
on the Halloween Car Show. 
 
Council Member Heiple stated she would like 
to wish Mr. Kleven a Happy Birthday.   
 
Council Member Cruickshank noticed that 
they are addressing some of the concrete 
issues around the Village and he is glad to see 
that.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
With nothing further to discuss, Village 
President Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 
19:36.   
 
 
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President 
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 


