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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of July 22, 2014 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 

P.M. in the Village Council Chambers located at 315 S. Broad Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Suzanne Heiple 
George Kullis 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
 
Excused Absent 
Jackie Campbell 
 

Staff Present 
Cathrene Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Steve McGee 
Mike Story 
Andrew Potter 
 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.   
 
President Bladzik stated that he received 
notice that Council Member Jackie Campbell 
would be unable to attend the meeting tonight 
due to illness. 
 
CM 2014-059  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Heiple to excuse Council 
Member Campbell from tonight’s meeting 
due to illness.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.  
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 

 
President Bladzik stated that he would like to 
add New Business Item #3, Consideration of 
Resolution 2014-27, regarding support for the 
Collaborative Services Grant for Holly Area 
Schools.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of July 8, 
2014. 

3. Consideration of the approval of the 
Charter & Ordinance Committeee 
Meeting Minutes of July 14, 2014.   

4. Consideration of the Approval of 
2014-14 in the amount of 
$215,229.79. 

5. Consideration of the Investment 
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Report for January 2014 through June 
2014. 

6. New Business Registrations 
a. Past Tense Books 

7. Special Event 
a. Let’s Move 5K 

 
 
CM 2014-060  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to approve the Consent 
Agenda as amended.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Kullis, Heiple, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Campbell 
Motion carried.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Jeff Miller, 318 E. Sherman Street stated that 
he got a call on the phone that he should be 
aware of what council is doing.  Among other 
things there was a real rush to judgment as to 
how council was going to give themselves 
raises.  Among other things, you were writing 
up all of this as you talked and everything in it 
was that you were doing it so that the citizens 
think that no means yes and yes means no.  He 
told this person last night to know their votes 
with the election coming in.  He is only going 
to vote for the incumbents.  Last night made 
him realize that he was right.  This council has 
done a good job and he was right, you don’t 
need him back.  He is going to say on the 
record that when he goes to vote, he is voting 
for the ones who are running again.  Those 
four and no more.  Beware of people making 
dangerous comments; that is how things get 
started.  He had an obligation tonight to come 

in and tell them that they are doing a very 
good job and to thank them very much. 
 
Sheila Barr, 8304 Pleasant Court, Goodrich, 
stated she is running for State Representative. 
 She is here to publicly thank each and every 
one of them for allowing her to put a sign in 
their yard or take the time on their porch and 
chat with them.  Debating issues and getting a 
chance to know them and getting a chance to 
know here.  She has truly had a wonderful 
experience.  She has been enlightened and 
enriched and offers a very sincere thank you.  
If she makes it through the August 5th primary 
you will find her at betterwithbarr.com and if 
she doesn’t make it through to the general 
election she will see them all in 2016.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
#1. Consideration of awarding the bid 
to Environmental Wood Solution for tire 
stockpile cleanup at 4051 Quick Road.   
 
President Bladzik stated that he had a 
conversation with Clerk/Treasurer Behrens 
today and in front of council is a packet which 
contains some emails, photographs and a copy 
of a contract.  The owner of the property has 
arranged and began the removal of the tire 
stockpile there.  The work was stopped today 
but they are supposed to be back. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that Kim 
Sikora told here that they would be back on 
Wednesday with four trucks and ten bodies to 
continue the tire removal.   
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President Bladzik stated the council may want 
to consider postponing this as more of a non-
compliance issue, so if they don’t continue the 
work the Village will continue forward with 
the cleanup which shifts the liability then to 
the Village.  His suggestion would be to 
postpone it until the next meeting and bring it 
back up at that meeting and if they haven’t 
done any work and it doesn’t look like they 
are going to get it cleaned up the Village can 
then take enforcement action. 
 
Council Member Rankin stated that the 
contract states the cleanup will be completed 
by July 30th and the next council meeting isn’t 
until after that so we would know by then if 
the job was complete. 
 
Council Member Musgrave stated she would 
like to allow the owner some time to get it 
cleaned up.   
  
Council Member Kullis brought up the issue 
that there was no name in the bill to section on 
the contract and he just wanted to make sure it 
was billed to the homeowner.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that the 
Village has direct contact with the contractor 
and she has been in contact with Ms. Sikora so 
the homeowner is directly involved in this 
process, which has been confirmed by Dan 
Myers with the contractor. 
 
CM 2014-061  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to postpone 
Consideration of the bid to Environmental 
Wood Solutions until the meeting of August 
12, 2014  
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   

 
#2. Consideration of the Master Meter 
Proposal for Sun Communities Mobile 
Home Parks. 
 
DPW Director Klaassen stated that for several 
months we have been working with Sun 
Communities discussing the issue of master 
metering the mobile home parks in the 
Village.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated she calculated 
the numbers part of this proposal and advised 
that Council Member Kullis asked a really 
good question at the committee meeting 
because we initially had asked Sun to pay for 
a portion of the master metering process.  Mr. 
Kullis asked what the benefit would be to Sun 
Communities to pay for this process and there 
would not really be a benefit to them 
financially to pay for this process.  Sun 
Communities knows that their system is not 
tight and there are potential water leaks within 
their infrastructure and the Village doesn’t 
have any way to monitor that.  We are invited 
in at their request to help with water main 
issues.  The numbers presented in the table are 
actual numbers  from the park used from 
January through June 2014.  DPW Director 
Klaassen has advised that in other situations 
similar to this the water loss averages about 
30%.  This table has calculated the potential 
loss the Village is currently absorbing and it is 
about $15,000 over six months.  The total cost 
is $91,050 which was not budgeted so funds 
would have to come out of the fund balance 
but the total project could pay for itself in 
three years’ time.  This process is really going 
to benefit the Village.  
 
Council Member Allsop asked how long the 
process would take. 
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DPW Director Klaassen stated it would take 
three to six months depending upon the meter 
pit setup.  There is one meter pit we can use 
but we will have to construct a new one out on 
Grange Hall Road.  Those are a pre-fab type 
of deal; we have to dig the hole but all the 
plumbing is there and then we tie into the 
main and isolate it so that the master meter 
goes through the pit.   
 
Council Member Allsop asked how soon we 
could start on this. 
 
DPW Director Klaassen stated that once we 
get the engineer on the project we could have 
this in place by October or so.   
 
Council Member Kullis stated that he thinks it 
important to note that there are three places 
that we save money.  The first is the water loss 
itself, but the issue that Clerk/Treasurer 
Behrens did not talk about was the issue of 
billing and the arrearages that the Village sees 
with these accounts.  He asked at the 
committee meeting what type of arrearages we 
were looking at and we were looking at about 
$30,000 in arrearage at one point.  To the 
committee, it was a no brainer; we are losing 
water in between what we supply and what 
goes on the individual meters on the trailers 
because in between our supply and where it 
goes in through the meters is where the loss is 
happening.  We are also going to save money 
based upon 420 customers that we don’t have 
to spend postage on and individually bill.  The 
girls in the office have less hours put into our 
billing process and so forth.  This thing is a 
win-win all the way around and to waste any 
more time trying to getting meetings and 
cooperation; there is no reason for it.   
 

CM 2014-062  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Rankin to approve the master 
meter proposal with the cost to be taken out 
of the water and sewer fund balance not to 
exceed $100,000.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:   Kullis, Heiple, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Campbell 
Motion carried.   
 
#3. Consideration of Resolution 2014-27 
regarding support for the Collaborative 
Services Grant for Holly Area Schools.   
 
CM 2014-063  Motion by Heiple, 
second by Musgrave to authorize 
Resolution 2014-27, support of a 
Collaborative Services Grant. 
 
Motion by Rankin to waive the reading of 
Resolution 2014-27. 
 
President Bladzik stated that in order to apply 
for a grant you need a letter of support from 
the entities that are consolidating services. 
 
Council Member Rankin stated that by 
consolidating with the schools we could 
qualify for further grants. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Kullis, Heiple, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Campbell 
Motion carried.   
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Village Manager 
 
DPW Director Klaassen stated he is just 
filling in right now; busy day; working on 
getting the easements for the sidewalks and 
we’ll go from there.    
 
President Bladzik stated that for those of you 
who don’t know, Jerry has a granddaughter; 
he doesn’t remember the specs because he is a 
guy and that is not his thing, but all is well.   
 
Village Attorney 
 
Attorney Gildner stated that he has a couple of 
projects from the Village.  Summer has been 
busy with the usual vacations and trials and so 
forth and he hasn’t yet got these done but he is 
committed to getting those things done and to 
them by the next meeting.   
 
Council Member Allsop asked where we were 
at on the Pulte issue.   
 
Attorney Gildner advised there is a motion for 
a bench warrant because of the non-
appearance at the debtor’s exam and this 
requires him to appear in front of a judge to 
secure the warrant.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that tomorrow 
night is the Planning Commission meeting 
and the Site Plan review for 15009 Holly Hills 
is on the agenda so that anyone interested in 
the Mill Pointe sub should come and weigh in 
on the process if interested.   
 
Boards and Commissions 
 

Council Member Rankin stated they ended up 
at Water Works Park and it really needs a 
haircut.  The consensus is that they would like 
to clear a large portion of the riverbank on the 
west side of the park instead of being stuck 
behind tall grasses and dead trees.   
 
President Bladzik stated that the Charter and 
Ordinance Committee met last Monday based 
upon the referral by Ms. Musgrave.  They 
went over the policies and the clauses in the 
charter and the ordinance based upon council 
members salary.  The number and amount is 
hard coded in the ordinance is hard coded in 
the ordinance and would require a ballot 
initiative.  The committee looked at a number 
of options; this was put on the ballot in 2010 
and the language then specified by resolution. 
 There as a conversation about resolution 
versus ordinance and basically an ordinance is 
a law where as a resolution has no legal 
ramification.  Should we choose to put 
language together for the ballot that will be 
forthcoming in the future.  Unless there is a 
special election, we have to wait a minimum 
of two years.  There is nothing happening on 
that anytime soon.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Kullis stated after going 
around and getting signatures on petitions he 
has three things that were brought up.  Three 
different people talked about the fireworks 
and the need for more ordinances.  He doesn’t 
know how the police department would ever 
track that down but he knows some of them 
are pretty frustrated.  He did have a couple of 
people ask him about Vinyl Tech and see if 
anything was going on over there.   
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Attorney Gildner stated there were two 
answers depending upon how administration 
wants to handle it.  People are generally given 
notice to comply and given time to comply.  
There are some situations that are deemed 
serious enough that the attorney has been 
asked to move forward quickly.  Probably you 
are looking at a two month period to go 
through the administrative process.   
 
The third issue is about a gentleman who lives 
on Janice Drive and a sign was knocked down 
and Janice Street was put up instead.  The post 
office kicked back the mail and asked if this 
could be looked into. 
 
President Bladzik stated that when something 
goes to him then the property owner doesn’t 
get their due process. 
 
Attorney Gildner stated that they get their due 
process just in a different manner but they still 
get their due process.   
 
President Bladzik stated that at this point we 
are incurring fees for the cost of the attorney.  
 
Chief McGee stated a couple of months ago 
he contacted the building owner and talked to 
their attorneys there.  At 400 Elm the front 
part of the building is a loss, the back part may 
be able to be redeemed.  He provided the 
attorney’s with some local demolition 
companies and we have put them in contact 
with someone who may be interested in the 
building but the Chief has been documenting 
everything that he has done and all the 
conversations that have taken place.   
 
President Bladzik stated that the DDA met last 
Monday and were discussing the issue of re-
adopting their Master plan.  They are keeping 

an eye on the current legislation at the State 
level but in an election year he doesn’t see it 
going there quickly.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
George Kullis stated to take Larry Lilly in his 
prayers; he is having some tough times and 
has some tough decisions coming up.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
With nothing further to discuss, President 
Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 19:38. 
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President  
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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