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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of June 24, 2014 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 

P.M. in the Village Council Chambers located at 315 S. Broad Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Jackie Campbell 
Suzanne Heiple 
George Kullis 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Steve McGee 
Mike Story 
Andrew Potter 
 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:01 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.   
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
President Bladzik requested to move New 
Business Item #1, Presentation by Mr. 
William Rustem, Director of Strategy for 
Governor Rick Snyder, to directly before the 
first public comment period.   
 
He would additionally like to move New 
Business Item #6, Consideration of 
Performance Evaluations for the Village 
Manager and Clerk/Treasurer, to just after the 
second Public Comment period.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of June 10, 
2014. 

3. Consideration of the Approval of the 
Public Works Committee Meeting of 
June 12, 2014.   

4. Consideration of the Approval of 
Warrant 2014-11 in the amount of 
$112,741.37. 

5. Consideration of Excusing the Village 
Attorney from tonight’s meeting. 
 

CM 2014-051  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Rankin to approve the Consent 
Agenda as amended.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
 
Council Member Kullis stated he is the 
Director of Strategy for Governor Snyder.  He 
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was an owner of Public Sector Consultants 
(PSC) and was the firm’s president and chief 
executive officer.  While at PSC, Mr. Rustem 
directed studies on the status of Michigan 
cities, wastewater treatment needs, recycling 
and land use.  Before joining the firm, Mr. 
Rustem was Gov. William G. Milliken’s chief 
staff advisor on environmental matters and 
director of the Governor’s Policy Council.  
Following his service with the State of 
Michigan, Mr. Rustem became the first 
executive director of the Center for the Great 
Lakes in Chicago.  He coordinated the petition 
drive and campaign in 1976 for the Michigan 
“bottle bill” and the 1984 statewide campaign 
for the constitutional amendment created a 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. 
 
Mr. Rustem holds special expertise in public 
policy relating to land use, urban 
development, local government and water 
policy.  He has chaired or been the principal 
staff for statewide task forces on the 
Department of Natural Resources 
reorganization, the MSU Museum, and 
wetland protection, as well as for the 
Michigan Land Use Leadership Council.  He 
has also served as program director for the 
People and Land Project, a grant-making 
program at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  
Council Member Kullis stated that he first had 
the opportunity to hear Mr. Rustem speak at a 
SEMCOG meeting and believes he has some 
important information for the Village 
residents and businesses and thanked him for 
being here this evening.   
 
The presentation by Mr. Rustem was 
completed in approximately 35 minutes.   
 
Council Member Kullis stated that his 
daughter is home for the summer and she lives 

out in California and tomorrow is her birthday 
and he would just like to sing Happy Birthday 
to her. 
 
President Bladzik wished Rebecca Leigh a 
Happy Birthday.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Judy Wood, 14521 N. Holly Road, A12, stated 
she used to be part of the drop in center but 
the drop in center closed.  They started a new 
organization calling it the Club so far.  She is 
a voluntary director for this group and it is a 
social gathering at the Holly Presbyterian 
Church that meets Tuesday through Thursday 
from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  It is for the 
mentally ill, the mentally disabled and the 
seniors.  She wanted to come here to tell the 
seniors that they are welcome to come into 
their group. 
 
Jim Beagle, 3512 Grange Hall Road, stated 
they are very pleased that Presbyterian Church 
allowed them to come into their building.  
They are also looking for some input from the 
board on fundraising.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
#1. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
26, Amending the Budget for Fiscal Year 
2013-14. 
 
CM 2014-052  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Campbell to approve Resolution 
2014-26 amending the budget for Fiscal 
Year 2013-14.  
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Council Member Rankin made a motion to 
waive the reading of the resolution. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that before the 
council is a resolution detailing the proposed 
fund balances based upon expenses to date.  
The General Fund shows a proposed surplus 
of $95,436.53, which is primarily the result of 
the transfer of dispatch services to Oakland 
County Dispatch.  There have been significant 
expenses that have went out for the move to 
the Karl Richter Center, which we budgeted 
for in the 2014-15 fiscal year, but many of 
these expenses have come from the current 
fiscal year due to the timing of the move.  We 
anticipate that what was budgeted in the 2014-
15 fiscal will not need to be spent for the most 
part so the $35,000 will ultimately roll back 
into the fund balance.  Major Roads are 
predicted to come in with a healthy fund 
balance of $41,698.33, Local Road has a 
proposed deficit of $39,955.49, which we 
anticipated and budgeted for during the 
original budget process with transfers in to 
come from the sidewalk fund.  She stated that 
the Lake Improvement Fund and the Solid 
Waste Fund both had a deficit balance at year 
end 2013 and you can note that the proposed 
2014 fund balance are both at a surplus 
balance with the Lake Improvement fund at a 
surplus of $1,758.55 and the Solid Waste 
Fund at $18,799.69.  The transportation fund 
is proposed to have a surplus balance of 
$580.13.  The Wastewater Treatment fund is 
presented with a deficit of $136,019.09, which 
is the result of the bond re-finance which 
required the early payment of the final 2015 
bond payment once the re-finance went 
through.  The Water Fund is coming in with a 
strong proposed surplus of $292,914.10.   
 

Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Allsop, Campbell, Kullis, 
Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried. 
 
#2. Consideration of the purchase of a 
new chipper in the Department of Public 
Works. 
  
Manager Walker advised that before the 
council was a memo detailing the rationale for 
the purchase of a new chipper.  This piece of 
equipment is something that the Village uses 
on a regular basis, especially with the past 
storm season over the winter.  The current 
chipper is very old and also questionable as 
far as safety.  Staff went through the analysis 
of whether to borrow the equipment rent the 
equipment or purchase the equipment.  This 
year was a good example of when the Village 
needs a chipper, everyone else needs a chipper 
so that is a problem.  If you look at a 15-20 
year life span, it works out to about $1,600 per 
year.  There was money budgeted in 
equipment and he obtained three bids for 
chippers and he is recommending the purchase 
of a 2014 XP Brush Bandit chipper for 
$33,068.   
 
President Bladzik asked if the output had an 
option for the size of the grind so that the 
output could be used through the parks in the 
Village.   
 
Director Klaassen stated that these chips can 
be used for landscaping but can’t be used for 
parks because soft-fall material is needed 
around playscapes for falls and other safety 
reasons so this material is placed in the play 
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areas of the parks.   
 
CM 2014-053  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Campbell to approve the 
purchase of a new chipper in the amount of 
$33,068 minus trade.   
 
Council Member Campbell asked if we could 
still provide wood chips to the residents. 
 
Director Klaassen advised that we would 
continue to provide this service to the 
residents.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Campbell, Kullis, Heiple, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried. 
 
#3. Consideration of the purchase of a 
new zero turn mower in the Department of 
Public Works. 
 
Manager Walker stated this request was for 
the purchase of a new zero turn mower.  They 
begin their use in May and end their year in 
November.  Depending upon the year, they get 
a lot of use during the year.  The two mowers 
that we have now are aged and getting up 
there.  We provide the parks, the water 
treatment plants, the wastewater treatment 
plant as well as all Village owned properties 
with lawn maintenance.  Staff is 
recommending the purchase of a New Hustler 
60” zero turn mower for the price of $9,769.   
 
President Bladzik asked if the DPW did all 
their own maintenance on their equipment.   
 

CM 2014-054  Motion by Kullis, 
second by to approve the purchase of a new 
zero turn mower in the amount of $9,769. 
 
President Bladzik asked DPW Director to 
explain how a zero turn mower differed from 
a regular John Deere that he drives around his 
yard.   
 
Director Klaassen stated that a zero turn has a 
zero turn radius when you go around a tree.  
The design is such that you sit on top of the 
deck versus a household mower with the 
hydraulics in the front of the mower. 
 
Council Member Campbell asked the 
difference in useful life span would be 
between a zero turn lawnmower versus a 
regular lawn tractor. 
 
Director Klaassen stated that the zero turn has 
a predicted life span of 5 to 7 years.   
 
Council Member Kullis asked if we went to 
the local guy in town and get his price. 
 
Director Klaassen stated that this is the State 
bid price for this mower and we have 
contacted our local retailer but generally the 
State bid price is far less than what an 
independent dealer can get the equipment for. 
   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Kullis, Heiple, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Campbell, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried. 
 
#4. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
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25, Assignment and Change of Control for 
Comcast. 
 
 
CM 2014-054  Motion by Kullis 
second by Musgrave to approve Resolution 
2014-25 regarding the assignment and 
change of control for Comcast to Midwest 
Cable.   
 
Motion by Council Member Rankin to waive 
the reading of the resolution.  
 
President Bladzik stated that due to a merger 
between Comcast and Time Warner there has 
been a change in Comcast.  The resolution 
recognizes the change from Comcast to 
Midwest Cable Service because the Village is 
in an existing franchise agreement with 
Comcast.  The terms of the existing franchise 
agreement have not been changed in any way. 
  
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Campbell, Kullis, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Village Manager 
 
Village Manager Walker stated that next week 
is the 4th of July and the fireworks are on the 
4th.  We are still looking for help with parking 
and soliciting donations.  This is an important 
part of our fundraising efforts.  The French 
Flamingo is pushing on with the scarf 

initiative and we believe that we will come in 
somewhere between $2,500 and $3,000. 
 
We are moving closer to the moving process 
over to the Karl Richter Center and the 
process is moving right along.   
 
We have had one organizational meeting for 
the Community Center.  The next meeting is 
June 30th at 6 PM at the Karl Richter Center.  
As with all meetings, these meetings are open 
to the public and we encourage all to come 
and hear what is going on.   
 
Council Member Campbell stated she had a 
question about the power outage and asked if 
Oakland County had the capability of reverse 
911.   
 
Manager Walker asked specifically what 
reverse 911 was? 
 
Council Member Campbell stated at that time 
CLEMIS had the ability to pull up any 
medical information on a geographic area.  
They called it a hot sheet years ago and would 
list the citizens who would need electricity for 
oxygen or those on a track.  She wants to 
know if we can establish a hot sheet because 
generally there is not a total blackout.  The 
south end can then move to the north end and 
so forth to keep their oxygen available.   
 
Manager Walker has talked with both Chief 
about the power outage.  We currently rely on 
our emergency operations plan that is 
reviewed and updated as needed.  A person 
who had a need during a power outage should 
call 911 and the fire department would be 
sent, an initial evaluation would be done and 
then the person would then be transferred to 
the hospital. 
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Council Member Campbell stated on Saturday 
there were some citizens who were upset 
because they got rid of their land lines and had 
the internet phones which were not working.  
She told them to call 911 and they came into 
their home to use their line.  She had to drive 
them over to Fenton where they could get into 
a hotel.  She stated they couldn’t get the 
oxygen from the DMC Company.  She thinks 
we should have some backup for our citizens. 
 Anyone who had a generator would bring 
someone in need over to their home.  They 
had a 3 month old baby that was on machines 
for SID and CF and she doesn’t know if they 
forgot how to use a concentrator or what but 
the police and fire was so busy. 
 
Manager Walker stated that neighbors helping 
neighbors is good.  No such list exists, at one 
time there was, but no such list exists now.  If 
such a list exists you have a great deal of 
logistical problems keeping it updated.  The 
best thing a resident can do is not limit 
themselves to internet voice over and if you 
have an emergency, dial 911.  They have the 
technology to properly get the correct units 
into service and to aid.   
 
President Bladzik also recommended 
www.ready.gov which provides valuable 
information for back up plans and alternatives. 
  
Council Member Campbell asked if we could 
put something on the marquis to tell people to 
dial 911. 
 
Manager Walker stated that could be done 
through our electronic message boards and our 
website. 
 
Attorney 

Absent   
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that Karl 
Richter is coming along.  Paint is on the wall, 
office furniture is being installed on 
Wednesday and we anticipate being open July 
1, 2014.   
 
President Bladzik stated the community center 
is still Holly Area Schools property and what 
happens if the school district has banned 
someone from school property how will they 
get into the Village offices. 
 
Manager Walker stated that this is something 
that will be addressed with Superintendent 
Nuss right away; this topic has not come up at 
this point.   
 
Boards and Commissions 
 
Parks commission walked through Crapo Park 
and defined some deficiencies and some needs 
and they are going to work on some 
suggestions.  Their next meeting is July 3, 
2014 at 7:00 pm.  There is also one opening 
on the Parks Commission. 
 
Council Member Campbell stated that at our 
Public Works meeting we are waiting on 
information from Plante Moran. 
 
Council Member Heiple stated that the 
meeting has been cancelled.   
 
Council Member Kullis stated that the Holly 
Tool Shed would be making a change to the 
back of their building.  They are going to be 
replacing the rear garage doors with some 

http://www.ready.gov/


Village of Holly Council Meeting  June 24, 2014 
 

 
 7 

carriage doors so he things that will look 
great.   
 
The HDC we are still having some scheduling 
issues.  
 
Council Member Campbell stated that the 
recommended the master metering of the 
trailer parks.   
 
Manager Walker stated that Sun Communities 
owns both Hawaiian Gardens and Holly 
Village.  Right now each individual owner is 
billed separately just as any homeowner in the 
Village.  We have had discussions with Sun 
Communities about the master metering of the 
parks to get an accurate accounting of the 
amount of water going into the park.  Once the 
water enters the park and goes into each home 
the park is responsible for that infrastructure 
and we don’t have a lot of confidence that 
their system is tight.    
 
Representatives from Sun Communities stated 
they thought themselves there was a 30% loss. 
  
Council Member Kullis stated that the 
committee made the recommendation to bring 
the topic to the Council as a body.   
 
Manager Walker stated the second part of the 
meeting was to talk about tap fees and they are 
waiting for Plante Moran to respond to our 
request for data.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Kullis stated they had the 
longest Market Day last Saturday and wanted 
to thank the DPW and Interim Manager 
Behrens for all of their help with getting it 
going.  This event was a huge success for the 

community.  He has not heard one business 
complaint and he is very happy with it overall. 
  
 
Council Member Allsop stated he had a call 
today regarding the gray lady and he said that 
his son in law is doing the floors and he went 
through there today and it really looks good.   
 
Council Member Rankin stated when he was 
looking through the Playful City; he stated 
that he didn’t find any regulations regarding 
the use of woodchips around play structures.  
 
President Bladzik stated that is only a 
recommendation for safety.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Marlo Davidson, 434 Sherwood Court, stated 
she recently heard that John Lauve received an 
award for his work on the gray lady and we 
should have heard that. 
 
Andrew Potter stated that Mr. Lauve was 
awarded a Historic Preservation Award from 
Main Street Oakland County.  George and 
Diane Kullis were also presented as volunteers 
of the year and while they did not make that 
mark, they were recognized at the event.   
 
Kirk and Marie Heath were recognized for 
their $1.5 million dollars in the brand new 
McDonalds in recognizing their vision in 
Holly. 
 
Cathy Bateman, 101 S. Saginaw stated they 
had an ice cream kid riding around on a bike 
and we had a lot of extra ice cream that is 
going to be sold at the fireworks so please 
come out and buy the ice cream.  All proceeds 
will go to the Dicken’s festival.   
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#5. Consideration of Performance 
Evaluations for the Village Manager and 
Clerk/Treasurer. 
 
President Bladzik stated that the Village 
Manager and Clerk/Treasurer have requested 
their annual evaluations be done in a closed 
session. 
 
CM 2014-055  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave to enter Executive 
Session to consider performance 
evaluations for the Village Manager and 
Clerk/Treasurer. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, 
Campbell, Kullis, Heiple, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   
 
Council entered Executive Session at 8:52 PM 
to meet together minus the Village 
Clerk/Treasurer and Village Manager.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens entered Executive 
Session at 9:26 PM. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens exited Executive 
Session at 9:46 PM. 
 
Village Manager Walker entered Executive 
Session at 9:48 PM. 
 
Council exited Executive Session at 10:11 
PM.   
 
CM 2014-056  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to exit Executive Session. 

 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays.   
   
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
With nothing further to discuss, President 
Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 10:12 PM. 
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President  
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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