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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of June 10, 2014 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 

P.M. in the Village Council Chambers located at 315 S. Broad Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Jackie Campbell 
Suzanne Heiple 
George Kullis 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene Behrens 
Steve McGee 
Mike Story 
Andrew Potter 
 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.   
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
President Bladzik requested to remove Item 
#4 under Consent Agenda, consideration of 
excusing the Village Attorney. 
 
President Bladzik asked to place, prior to the 
Public Hearing, a Presentation by the Holly 
High School National Honor Society.  
Additionally he requested to that the following 
items be added under New Business #4, 
Consideration of the Adoption of Ordinance 
430, Adoption of a franchise agreement with 
A T & T and add New Business #5 regarding 
a budget amendment and signage proposal the 

new Village offices at the Karl Richter Center. 
  
Council Member Allsop requested to move 
Consent Agenda Item #5a to New Business 
Item #6 regarding Andy’s Place, 208 S. Broad 
Street. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of May 27, 
2014.   

3. Consideration of the Approval of 
Warrant 2014-11 in the amount of 
$72,188.92.  

4. Special Events 
a.  Andy’s Place, 208 S. Broad 

Street – Outdoor Seating 
b. Sights, Sounds & Tastes, 

August 2, 2014 
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CM 2014-46  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Heiple to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Kullis, Heiple, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Campbell, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.  
 
Presentation – Holly High School National 
Honor Society 
 
Sandra Kleven, owner of the French 
Flamingo, stated that Lauren from the 
National Honor Society from Holly High 
School was here to present a check for $1,000 
to the Village of Holly for the fireworks fund. 
 They sold scarves at the school to raise these 
funds and their goal is to raise an additional 
$1,000.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING Public Hearing for 
Fiscal Year 2014-15 Budget. 
 
CM 2014-47  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to open the Public 
Hearing on Fiscal Year 2014-15 Operating 
Budget. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
 
Public Hearing opened at 7:06 pm 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
CM 2014-48  Motion by Campbell, 

second by Musgrave to close the Public 
Hearing. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 7:07 pm. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
#1. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
23, Opting into Oakland County’s 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program for 2015, 2016, 2017. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that 
Resolution 2014-23 and the attached 
agreement are required by Oakland County in 
order for the Village to participate in the 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program.  In 2011 the Village Council went 
through this same process because the Village, 
under previous administration, had opted out 
of the CDBG process and current 
administration recommended the Village re-
enter into the program in 2011.  The 
resolution and agreement commits the Village 
to participate in this program for the next three 
years.    
 
Council Member Rankin asked if there was 
any costs associated with approving the 
resolution and agreement for the Village. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that the were 
no costs associated with entering into the 
agreement, that the CDBG funds are what we 
are presenting funding the Grange Hall 
sidewalk project with, so for the Village, this 
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has been a good thing to have this program in 
place.   
 
CM 2014-49  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Musgrave to approve Resolution 
2014-23, Opting into the Community 
Development Block Grant Program for 
years 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
 
Motion by Rankin to waive the reading of 
Resolution 2014-23 with no objection. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Allsop, Campbell, Kullis, 
Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried. 
 
#2. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
24, Adopting the Village of Holly 2014-15 
General Appropriations Act Fiscal Year 
Budget.  
 
CM 2014-50  Motion by Bladzik, 
second by Musgrave,  
Adopting the Village of Holly 2014-15 
General Appropriations Act Fiscal Year 
Budget. 
 
Motion by Musgrave to waive the reading 
of Resolution 2014-24 with no objection. 
 
President Bladzik stated that this is the 
resolution to approve the 2014-15 Fiscal Year 
Budget as presented during a lengthy budget 
study session which took place on March 15, 
2014.   
 

Council Member Campbell asked if we were 
going to leave the water and sewer as is or 
were we planning for an increase. 
 
Manager Walker stated that the water and 
sewer would be left as is for now.  A deal has 
just went through for the sale of 196 lots 
located over in the Riverside development.   
Holly Land Mark Properties has purchased 
these lots and are planning on building new 
houses.  This will add users and taps to the 
system and the end of this will help move 
things along the pending Silverman litigation. 
 As these new homes come onto the system, 
they will become a part of the water rate study 
and the Council may see recommendations 
from staff to make rate adjustments.   
 
President Bladzik asked how often the rates 
were reviewed. 
 
Manager Walker advised annually, sometimes 
more often depending upon situations. 
 
Manager Walker further advised that there 
was a slight budget increase placed in the 
budget for January 2015, but nothing else at 
this time.   
 
Council Member Kullis stated it was his 
understanding that we are working on the tap 
in rates. 
 
Manager Walker stated that this topic is Item 
#3 under New Business.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Campbell, Kullis, Heiple, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
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Motion carried. 
 
#3.  Consideration of setting a Public 
Works Committee meeting to discuss 
Water and Sewer Tap-In Fees and Master 
Meters. 
 
Manager Walker advised that staff has been 
working on gathering water and sewer tap-in 
fees in area communities and is 
recommending that the Public Works 
Committee set a meeting to discuss this issue 
in addition to the potential master metering of 
the mobile home parks located in the Village.  
He advised that both he and the DPW Director 
are gone June 18th through June 25th.   
 
Public Works Committee Meeting was 
scheduled for Thursday, June 11, 2014 at 
11:00 am.  
 
#4. Consideration of the Adoption of 
Ordinance 430, Approval of Entering into a 
Franchise Agreement between the Village 
of Holly and Michigan Bell Telephone 
Company d/b/a A T & T Michigan. 
 
President Bladzik stated that before them was 
a franchise agreement for their consideration 
to allow A T & T to come into the Village as a 
Franchisee and offer video services to 
residents.    
 
Attorney Figura advised that the Village has 
15 days to review the agreement in which to 
determine that the agreement is complete and 
then you are to notify them and they have the 
opportunity to submit a new one.  The Village 
then has 30 days in which to approve it.  In 
that time, if there is no action taken, the 
agreement goes into effect automatically at the 
end of that time.  He stated he has not yet had 

a chance to look at it as to ensure its 
completeness.   He stated that the 
Clerk/Treasurer had received the agreement 
yesterday and may have had an opportunity to 
review in its entirety.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that she had 
reviewed the packet and in her opinion, it 
appeared to be complete.  There are some 
blanks in the application regarding the rate 
structure because the rate structure itself 
comes from the existing Comcast Franchise 
agreement the Village holds.  The current 
Comcast agreement rate if a 5% annual 
payment based upon the total gross revenues 
for Comcast and the PEG fees are based upon 
a calculation of total gross revenues with the 
Consumer Price Index.   There is an email 
attached from a Heather Mankes detailing that 
formula for Council’s review. 
 
President Bladzik stated that looking at it 
quarterly our PEG fees are $869.58.  That is 
based upon $2.32 per subscriber as of July of 
each year.  Those numbers would have to 
match on the AT&T agreement.  He stated 
that he had looked through it as well and he 
did not find it incomplete in any way.   
 
Council Member Campbell asked Attorney 
Figura if it would be better to postpone it until 
he could take over and review the material. 
 
Attorney Figura stated that he does not believe 
that is necessary because the agreement itself 
is State mandated.  Clerk/Treasurer Behrens 
indicated she is familiar with these and 
believed the agreement was complete.  
 
Council Member Heiple asked if the Village 
had 15 days in which to move on this topic. 
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Attorney Figura stated there were 15 days in 
which to review it and notify the company of 
its completeness and another 30 days in which 
to act on the agreement.  
 
Council Member Kullis asked if these rates 
are standard state wide. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that she has 
not done any kind of a study but from another 
community she was with, the current rate the 
Village has is comparable. 
 
Attorney Figura stated they are pretty much 
the same across communities.   
 
President Bladzik stated the council has the 
option has the option of approving the 
agreement as it stands as completed or 
postponing the issue until the next meeting. 
 
Attorney Figura advised that the purpose of 
the state law governing these services is to 
encourage competition and your rarely see a 
second company coming into a community but 
apparently A T & T feels that they can come 
in and make money here.   
 
CM 2014-051  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Campbell for the adoption of 
Ordinance #430 regarding the Franchise 
Agreement between the Village of Holly 
and Michigan Bell Telephone Company 
d/b/a A T & T Michigan. 
 
Roll call vote was follows: 
 
Voting for:  Kullis, Heiple, Musgrave, 
Rankin, Allsop, Campbell, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried.   

 
#5. Consideration of the proposal for 
Village of Holly Community Center 
Signage. 
 
President Bladzik stated that before the 
council were some before and after pictures, 
but keep in mind the after pictures are spec 
proposals that are meant to give us an idea of 
what the signage would look like.  We have 
two proposals for digital signage and also in 
there are some static signage, building, 
interior, parking signs and so forth.   
Hopefully you had a little bit of a chance to go 
over this but we want to make sure everyone 
has a chance to ask questions.   
 
Manager Walker stated that the process 
involves the move from the current office 
space into the Karl Richter Center.  We look 
at this to be a good move for Village 
administration and the community as a whole 
as it opens up a lot of avenues for a 
community center, community meeting rooms 
and the DDA and Chamber of Commerce 
being housed in the same building; working 
together along with Village administration as 
we greet new business and encourage others to 
come to the Village.  Along with the 
gymnasium is the auditorium available to us.  
It’s a large campus, 110,000 square feet in the 
building so we need signage.  There will be a 
lot of vacant space in the building initially and 
our goal is to encourage others to join us in 
the future but we need signage.  As he met 
with Superintendent Nuss and Mr. Lenar, 
discussion took place regarding this and it is 
still the schools building; although they have 
been very eager to have the Village 
government join them and they have been very 
workable; however the final selection of 
vendor is really up to the school.  As they 
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worked together they have come on consensus 
for MRJ Sign.  Any payment that the Village 
makes for the signage will go through the 
schools or will be paid directly to the vendor 
for our portion, just so that process is clear.   
 
Mark Johnson, MRJ Sign Company, LLC 
stated we have a couple existing free standing 
signs; the first being on Maple.  This sign will 
be re-used and have an electronic LED 
message center on the lower half of the 
cabinet with the upper half being panels.  
Their concept was to take the holly berry that 
is recognized as part of your community and 
use this as an icon with this entire process.  
This icon is displayed over and over again 
throughout the signage.  The LED message 
center is a Hyperion message center made in 
Farmington Hills, Michigan; been in business 
for 35 years.  That is good for a couple 
reasons; first being Michigan made, second 
they offer a five year warranty.  Being one of 
their distributors, he in turn does five years in 
labor.  A Hyperion sign that he recently 
installed is at the First Baptist Church on 
Holly Road, Tim Horton’s in Fenton, the 
Dairy Queen on Silver Parkway, River Rock 
in Groveland.  The one benefit that you have 
with an LED message center is you can 
program that display to list whatever you 
desire.  They are considered a smart board.   
This message center memorizes everything, it 
is user friendly, you can program it remotely 
and keep displays to use later.  It has an 
automatic dimming feature so that as it gets 
darker the lighting dims.  The question 
becomes do you go to a monochrome or do 
you go to full color.  The one benefit with the 
color is that the prints they see in color there, 
you can actually display that in full color.  
This same board on Maple is in production for 
Groveland Township offices on Grange Hall 

Road.  Moving into the building section we 
have a couple of directional signs near the 
roadway and a couple by the entrance to the 
site.  The sign off of East Street will be 
completely controlled by the Village whereas 
the sign on Maple will have to be shared 
somewhat between the Village and the 
schools.  There is a non-illuminated sign over 
the doors at the front announcing the Village 
entrance.  The community center sign inside 
the building over the triple doors would be the 
same type of thing.  He is a firm believer in re-
iterating over and over where things are 
located.   
 
Council Member Campbell asked if the total 
cost was $22,550.00 and further stated that by 
our Charter we have to go out for bid. 
 
Council Member Heiple asked if we had 
offered this up to anyone in Holly.   
 
Manager Walker stated that staff had met with 
Calypso Signs located here in Holly but that 
the schools have selected MRJ as the vendor. 
 
Council Member Campbell asked what our 
total portion would be. 
 
Manager Walker stated that the Village’s 
portion for the shared signage would be 
$12,725.00.  There is no question that this is a 
sizable investment 
 
This request he has before them includes the 
full color signs for both the LED.  The cost 
spread out over a period of a number of years, 
the cost is small for the use we will get out of 
it.  This is a good way to promote the 
community center and anything the 
community needs to know.   
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Council Member Campbell asked if there was 
any way that we could use CDBG funds for 
these costs. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens advised that CDBG 
funds are strictly used for the benefit of low to 
moderate income families.  
 
Council Member Kullis asked if the Village 
would have the option of adding an LED type 
sign on Maple Road.   
 
Mark Johnson advised that the message will 
flash approximately 8-10 seconds per message 
and can flip between different messages.   
 
President Bladzik stated that if you drive 
around town and look at our way finding signs 
you see a couple that are green, some are 
white, some have gold border and the one 
thing that we haven’t done well as a 
community is brand ourselves and create a 
consistent identity.  The DDA has been 
working on the way finding portion of that but 
if anyone is going to take the lead on this, the 
Village Council needs to take the lead.  He 
thinks this is the ideal opportunity to set the 
theme.  This is a big marketing opportunity 
with this.  Second, we don’t have a newspaper 
anymore, we have some Facebook pages out 
there but if there is one challenge in the 
community it is getting the word about on 
things.  This is the first step to that.  This is a 
service that we need to put on and use the 
technology to have multiple messages and 
announcements.  He thinks that is absolutely 
necessary because the offices are moving and 
some people are not going to know this. 
 
Council Member Kullis stated that this was an 
investment for the Village. 
 

President Bladzik stated that we were in a 25 
year lease and this was definitely an 
investment and he felt this was a way to go.   
 
 
CM 2014-052  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Rankin to authorize the 
amendment of the 2013-14 Fiscal Year 
Budget and approve the partnership with 
Holly Area Schools to purchase signage 
through MRJ Sign Company in an amount 
not to exceed $35,275 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Campbell, Kullis, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  None 
Motion carried. 
 
#6.   Special Event Application Andy’s 
Place, 208 S. Broad. 
 
Council Member Allsop stated that when the 
Broad Street Station was there with outside 
seating it was out in the road and wondered if 
it would be removed in the wintertime.   
 
Manager Walker stated that the deck like 
structure would be removed in the winter 
months. 
 
CM 2014-053  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Rankin to approve the Special 
Event Application for Andy’s Place, 208 S. 
Broad Street for outside seating. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
 
Village Manager 
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Village Manager Walker stated that we are 
still proceeding on with dangerous building 
notices.  We see at least one of them making 
progress on their own which would be the car 
wash on N. Saginaw.  Chief McGee is going 
to work with that property owner to gain full 
compliance with them.  Chief McGee and 
Jeremy Watson has made contact with the 
bank at 400 Elm and will attempt to them to 
gain compliance.   
 
Council Member Rankin asked where we 
were at with the tire issue on Quick Road. 
 
Manager Walker stated that the RFP has been 
released and we will have a police officer 
standing by 
 
Council Member Kullis asked if the Manager 
could report on the property on N. Holly Road 
regarding the banquet center. 
 
Manager Walker advised that a stop work 
order was placed on that property and the 
owners was instructed in no uncertain terms 
that there was no work to be done without 
notification to Chief McGee.  Building 
Inspector Watson has made several trips by 
that structure after normal business hours and 
he states that there is no work taking place.  
The next step for this property is his 
appearance before the planning commission 
for site plan approval which is tentatively 
planned for July.  
 
Council Member Campbell stated that she had 
a discussion with the Manager about about 
safety. 
 
Manager Walker advised that what Council 
Member Campbell is referring to are several 

larceny from auto incidents which took place 
over the weekend.  The police department has 
been busy investigating this situation but as a 
whole, staff always recommends to lock their 
car doors and keep their valuables out of sight. 
  
Attorney 
 
Attorney Figura stated he has nothing to report 
but it is good to be back here again.  
 
Council Member Campbell asked where we 
were at with Silverman. 
 
Attorney Figura stated that we have a consent 
judgment entered and now we are just going 
through the process of the debtors hearing.  
 
Council Member Campbell stated when they 
worked down by the fence located in her 
neighborhood; they were affected by the 
wildlife out there.  They had some dogs that 
were bitten and killed by Michigan rattlers.  
They had an overabundance of snakes and the 
Police Chief was ordered by the DNR to 
Michigan rattlers was on an endangered list 
and they told them they could only catch the 
Michigan rattlers and the puffer snakes and 
paint the tails and release them back out.  Is 
there anything legally that the Village can do 
to help calm a lot of the citizens.  Her own 
yard was totally infested, everyone on that 
back fence area is going to be totally loaded. 
 
Attorney Figura stated that he has never hear d 
of these problems in the past but doesn’t know 
what legally can be done. 
 
Council Member Kullis stated that this time 
they are going to be building homes on lot, 
they are not clearing land or putting in roads. 
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Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens advised that as the 
Village Manager stated the RFP has been 
released for 4051 Quick Road regarding the  
used tire storage facility.  A site visit has been 
scheduled for Wednesday, June 11th at 10:00 
am.  The DEQ has been involved with this 
process due to the storage of junk tires and 
this whole process is going to be very costly 
before it is over.   
 
Boards and Commissions 
 
Council Member Rankin stated that parks had 
a meeting.  There are a couple of proposals on 
what to do with the “H”.  He thinks the idea is 
to use plants that are conducive to turtle 
nesting.  Next week they have their parks walk 
through and see what the parks do and don’t 
have and how to make them better; 
brainstorming sessions mainly.   
 
President Bladzik stated that he met with 
Ashley Engelberg, the Parks Commission 
Chairperson, to start passing the torch for 
Community Play Day.  She is going to be 
looking for volunteers. 
 
Council Member Rankin stated he would be 
contacting the DNR about a boardwalk at 
Ganshaw. 
 
Council Member Campbell advised the steps 
are pulling away from the Gazebo and needs 
to be looked at. 
 
Council Member Rankin advised that the 
gazebo needs repair.   
 
President Bladzik advised he was at the DDA 
last night and there was a little discussion 

about the way finding.  Additionally there has 
been legislation introduced about doing away 
with DDA’s.  It was introduced by Eileen 
Kowell and it is affecting communities across 
the entire state.  It has gone through 
committee and thought it might be introduced 
onto the floor in June.  He has talked to people 
and it is hard to judge the support on this 
because on one hand DDA’s can be very 
beneficial but its politics.  In that respect it is 
out of our hands.  One of the ways around this 
is to renew our TIF plan; the current plan 
expires in 2020.  If we were to renew our plan 
now and the legislation goes through then the 
Village DDA would be grandfathered in and 
this has been talked about.  Mr. Potter had his 
90 day review and his six months is coming 
up at the end of June and that is handled by 
the DDA.   
 
Andy Potter advised that the Teen Block Party 
is this Friday night followed by the first Battle 
Alley Movie Night.   
 
Council Member Campbell stated that a lot of 
residents want to continue to walk downtown 
and there are issues with lighting.  She brings 
it up every year and wants to bring it up again. 
 The seniors keep bringing it up and they say it 
is uncomfortable for them because of lighting. 
  
Manager Walker stated that the lights are in 
the DDA District.  He asked that she refer 
anyone who has concerns be referred directly 
to Village offices.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Allsop stated they have only 
had one car show and the first car show; and 
the Chief of Police is here now; the people, he 
told them five oclcock we would closed the 
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town off and bring cars in.  At quarter to five 
someone called the police and Jerry was down 
there until maybe 6:30 or 7:00 and at that time 
there were probably 20 cars that did not move 
for us.  He felt that was the thank you that he 
gets for trying to bring people in.  He is going 
to work with them and try to work it out but 
the road almost needs to be closed down at 
4:00 pm in order to get the cars in there.  From 
4:00 pm to 5:00 pm it would give them time 
to get the cars out of downtown.  With the rain 
you have to stay on your toes to keep them 
coming.   
 
Council Member Kullis stated that the longest 
Market Day is on June 21st.  They have over 
35 vendors who have paid for space and they 
should end up with over 50.  The Holly Hotel 
has come on board for being a sponsor for the 
Dicken’s Festival this year.  He additionally 
asked Manager Walker if we were going to be 
able to get the flags up again this year.   
 
Manager Walker advised that he didn’t think 
there were enough flags to go along the entire 
route. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Marlo Davidson, 434 Sherwood Ct stated that 
it was said recently that at all the meetings she 
goes to she has to get up and talk and she 
doesn’t want to ruin her reputation. 
 
Sheila Barr, 8304 Pleasant Court, Goodrich 
stated she is running for State Representative 
for the Village’s district.  She graduated with a 
degree in public policy and a co-major in 
conflict resolution study.  She has lived in 
Goodrich for 31 years where she has raised a 
family of two children in a Chrysler union 
household.  She has experience with analyzing 

and developing and effective implementation 
of policies.  She has a very diverse 
professional background, she has worked for 
Beaumont Health Systems, Macomb County 
Sheriff’s Department, First of Michigan 
brokerage firm and currently works for Hurley 
Medical Center and the 68th District Court as a 
volunteer mediator. She has been trained 
extensively in conflict resolution.  She 
represents the working class.  This would be 
her only job and her only focus. She will make 
sure that all of their voices are heard.  She will 
also inspire and motivate our leaders to work 
on communicating and getting along.  She will 
have our leaders in Washington focus on 
shared interests so we can do the greatest 
amount of good for the greatest amount of 
people. 
   
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
With nothing further to discuss, President 
Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 20:54. 
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President  
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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