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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of April 8, 2014 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 

P.M. in the Village Council Chambers located at 315 S. Broad Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  

     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Suzanne Heiple 
George Kullis 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
 
Excused Absence 
Jackie Campbell 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene Behrens 
Steve McGee 
Mike Story 
 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.   
 
President Bladzik stated that Council Member 
Campbell communicated with Village 
Administration that due to health issues she 
asked to be excused tonight.   
 
CM 2014-27  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Kullis to excuse Council Member 
Campbell from tonight’s meeting.  
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 

Village President Bladzik stated that the 
Council should have received the email that 
he sent to all of them regarding the various 
appointments to the Planning, Parks and 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  They were working 
off of two different lists and when the 
appointment was arranged for the appointment 
of Joe Hutchins at the last meeting, we did not 
realize we had overbooked our planning 
commission.  In speaking with Mr. Hutchins 
he was willing to take an open seat on the 
ZBA and was also interested in serving on the 
Parks Commission which we were glad to 
oblige.  With the re-appointment of Mr. Tony 
Engelberg at the next meeting, our 
commissions will be in order.  On that note as 
well, it was also noted that we requested of 
Administration and Mr. Gildner to come up 
with a way to make our boards and 
commissions appointments a little more 
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uniform so we don’t run into this in the future. 
  
 
Village Manager Walker stated that under 
Consent Agenda Item #3, Consideration of the 
Approval of the Budget Study Session of 
Minutes of March 15, 2014, this is the item 
which Ms. Campbell stated she wanted some 
amendments to provide additional 
information.  She relayed by telephone that 
she has not had the opportunity to do that, she 
still intends to do it so he stated Council can 
do one of two things; the item can be removed 
again or something can be attached to those 
minutes at a later date.   
 
President Bladzik stated that his preference 
would be to approve the minutes and if future 
amendments are needed it can be addressed 
and retroactively amended at a later meeting.  
Unless any member of council has an 
objection to keeping Item #3 on the consent 
agenda we will just leave it there for approval 
and if Council Member Campbell wants to 
present amendments or additions for the 
record in the future, it takes him and two other 
council members to be placed on the agenda.    
 
Council Member Rankin stated that on the 
rescinding resolution 2014-10, the wording in 
“Be It Resolved” states we are rescinding a 
resolution appointing Joe Hutchins to the 
Parks Commission when it should be Planning 
Commission.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated she would 
have it corrected. 
 
Council Member Kullis requested that 
Consent Agenda Item #6a be brought down to 
New Business Item #2, Consideration of the 

Approval of the Cruise to Battle Alley Special 
Event.   
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of March 
25, 2014. 

3. Consideration of the Approval of the 
Budget Study Session Minutes of 
March 15, 2014. 

4. Consideration of the Approval of 
Warrant 2014-07 in the amount of 
$101,867.63. 

5. Consideration of Excusing Council 
Member George Kullis from the 
Council Meeting of March 25, 2014. 

6. Special Events 
a. Cruise to Battle Alley – May – 

October 2014 
b. Hulet-Bravender VFW 

Memorial Day Parade – May 
26, 2014 

c. Teen Block Party – June 14, 
2014 

d. Holly Market Days – June 21, 
2014 

7. Business Registration  
a. Marsh Auto Sales, 15133 N. 

Holly Road 
8. Consideration of the Acceptance of 

the resignation of Bobbie Straub from 
the Historic District Commission and 
authorization of a Thank You Letter 
for Service.   

9. Consideration of Resolution 2014-12, 
Rescinding Resolution 2014-10 
regarding the appointment of Joe 
Hutchins to the Village of Planning 
Commission. 
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10. Consideration of Resolution 2014-13, 
confirming the Village President’s 
appointment of Joe Hutchins to the 
Village of Holly Parks Commission. 

11. Consideration of Resolution 2014-14, 
confirming the Village President’s 
appointment of Joe Hutchins as an 
Alternate Member of the Village of 
Holly Zoning Board of Appeals. 

12. Presentation of Fiscal Year 2014-15 
Village of Holly Operating Budget. 

13. Consideration of Excusing the 
Village Attorney from tonight’s 
Council meeting.   

 
CM 2014-28  Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Kullis to approve the Consent 
Agenda as amended.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Rankin, Allsop, Musgrave, 
Heiple, Kullis, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Campbell 
Motion carried.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Judy Wood, North Oakland Drop-In Center 
stated that their local Drop-In center is going 
to be closing May 16, 2014.  The mission of 
the Drop-In Center is to provide a safe and 
supportive environment for mental health 
consumers to engage in activities, build 
friendships with peers and to access other 
community resources.  They are asking that 
when the Village moves into the Karl Richter 
Center they could come into the center and 
use it as the Drop-In Center as they know it,  
free of charge.  They have no money but they 
would like to meet together because they are a 

family and they love each other.   
 
Reginald Frances Burger, he is an employee at 
the North Oakland Drop-In Center.  He is also 
a consumer and receives mental health 
services.  He has been there for about three 
years now; they are at the American Legion 
Building and the Director in charge is from 
TTI, which is Treatment and Training 
Innovations and also CMH, Oakland County 
Mental Health, they support them as well 
financially.  Because of budget cuts from the 
State and County, Medicaid has something to 
do with this too, they are trying to move into a 
different building just because so many people 
who have mental health issues need 
someplace in the community in which they 
can go.  The center helps him out with his 
illness because he can socialize; they do arts 
and crafts and have access to computers that 
allow people to go on the internet.  They cook 
food, they have lunch every day at 12:00 pm.  
There are probably between 15 and 20 people 
there every day.  They are open Monday 
through Thursday from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.  
He works from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm and 
another couple of guys stay after to clean up.  
The American Legion is supporting them as 
well, they want them to be there, it has 
nothing to do with that, it has more to do with 
the Medicaid budget cuts.  They are trying to 
organize moving into the Karl Richter 
building, that is one of their objectives, and 
they don’t know if it is feasible or not at this 
time but hopefully it will be.  They said 
something like they just had to pay for the 
utilities.   
 
Judy Wood stated that they don’t have the 
money to pay for utilities; that is what they are 
asking for is to use the building free of charge. 
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Mr. Burger stated there is a meeting on April 
17, 2014 with Oakland County Mental Health, 
so they are going to take a van out there, it’s in 
Auburn Hills and they are going to try to do 
the same thing over there.  They have a 
petition with a list of signatures.   
 
Motion by Kullis, second by Rankin to 
extend Reginald Burger’s time by four 
minutes. 
 
Reginald Burger stated there are 15-20 people 
that show up every day.  He works there and 
he does rides, he picks up people from adult 
foster homes in the community.  He picks up 
about 8 or 9 people per day.  They go to the 
Drop-In Center and stay from 10 am – 3 pm 
when he drives them home.  It is a place for 
people like him to go to and support each 
other in the community and helping each other 
out through the hard times.  They are trying to 
stay open anyway possible.  They are willing 
to brown bag lunch or take away the 
computers just so they have someplace to go.   
 
Judy Wood stated that she has called State 
Representative Mike Kowall and talked with 
Oakland County Commissioner Bob Hoffman. 
 She has written Joseph Graves and Governor 
Rick Snyder and has called the person who is 
in charge of Medicaid.   
 
Village President Bladzik stated this is not 
something that the council can address tonight 
but it is something that can be done 
administratively.   
 
Village Manager Walker advised that he was 
contacted by Ms. Wood who dropped off 
some information about the Drop-In Center.  
He has referred her to Steve Lenar with the 
Holly Area Schools.  The Village is slated to 

move in around July 1st.  Up until July 1st, the 
School Board and School Administration 
alone make the decision on who will occupy 
space in the Karl Richter Campus.  After July 
1st, the operating agreement with the Village; 
then there is a committee that will be 
established comprised of School 
Administration and the Village Manager and 
this Facility Use Committee then would 
screen applicants who want to come to the 
building and those recommendations would 
then be taken to the School Board.  In the end 
the School Board makes the decision on who 
goes into the building because even though the 
Village is going to maintain offices in the 
building; the building itself is still owned by 
Holly Area Schools and so that is who would 
make the decision is the school board and not 
the Village Council.   
 
President Bladzik stated that the School Board 
will be the ultimate decision maker in this 
issue but it is something that will be kept on 
the radar of the Council to ensure that the 
needs of our community members are met.   
 
Jeff Miller, 318 E. Sherman, stated that this 
past Saturday when he got his newspaper, 
his blood boiled.  He has never seen such 
nonsense in his doesn’t know when.  It’s 
something more worthy of the US Senate or 
the White House than it is Holly.  The fact 
that four of you are being singled out for 
doing the best job he’s seen a council do in a 
long time.  These people are going to be 
passing these petitions to have you removed; 
and all they need is to have understandable 
language for the regular person.  He is going 
to make this very understandable too; when 
the whole idea of recall came up, there are 
two basic areas one of which is malfeasance 
of duty, doing that which is illeagal or 
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immoral, which is not what they did, but the 
people passing those things door to door will 
not tell the people that; he is going to.  Also 
embezzlement of funds, anything that is 
considered a felony, you are more than out 
of here, and he hasn’t heard it.  He did his 
homework and do the people here know that 
when we closed down a certain portion of 
the police department, we are already over 
$150,000 in savings and more to be realized 
as time goes on.  Did they tell you that; he 
thinks not, it would spoil their plans.  This is 
to be a surprise party by a hatchet committee 
that has taken it upon themselves to do as 
they please.  Using the voting booth for this 
is not a for savings because of the fact is the 
 Council is not here for six people, they are 
here for six thousand, every last one as 
important as the other.  We had to cut back 
and they want to chop your heads off; he 
says over his dead body.  What you are 
doing is doing your job as well as he has 
seen any group do it before and he is not 
going to sit and be quiet and let some kind 
of little mob take over because some of this 
little buddies are not among us anymore.  
The job you and this administration are 
doing is bringing us back to fiscal strength 
and not making this like a bunch of eighth 
graders passing slam books.  We are 
supposed to be grownups.  He wanted to 
know how to finish this and he remembers 
some words from Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  
“Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage 
And then is heard no more. It is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
Signifying nothing”.  That is what the people 
of this town should do is relegate it to 
nothing.  They are doing their jobs and they 
should keep doing their jobs and the good 
people of this town need to start opening 

their mouths wide and start talking louder 
than the wanna bees that don’t have the 
decency to come in here and say it as point 
blank as he is saying.  He hopes and prays 
the people of the community will vote for 
the truth and not for the lie. 
 
Marlo Davidson, 434 Sherwood Court, 
thanked Jeff Miller and that she appreciated it. 
 She is also in support of the Drop-In Center 
and these folks are like the senior citizens who 
have been wandering for years looking for a 
home.  She hopes the Village will support 
them and the schools will support them 
because she thinks it is a good thing.    
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None  
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 
#1. Consideration of the Offer to 

Purchase a Vacant Parcel on Holly 
Bush by Matt and Cheryl Weil, 
Parcel ID # 01-27-352-001 

 
Manager Walker stated this is a request that 
the Village received on March 24th from Mr. 
and Mrs. Weil.  It is for a piece of property 
that is directly adjacent to their property and is 
bordered by the railroad tracks and other 
vacant property.  The property is completely 
landlocked with no access on its own.  They 
submitted a written offer for the property of 
$1,000.  Recently Council passed an 
ordinance that stated that the minimum sale 
price shall be no less than 60% of the State 
Equalized Value (SEV).  The SEV on this 
piece per the Oakland County Assessor is 
$8,680.  This situation may differ somewhat 
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in that the other piece had road access.  Staff 
did not solicit the request; it was received and 
has been presented to the Council for your 
consideration.   
 
President Bladzik stated that he received this 
letter from Village Administration and in the 
packet is the assessment information as well 
as the map which shows that it is landlocked 
by the 352 parcels and by the railroad and it 
doesn’t look like there would ever be any type 
of other access road to this property unless 
one went up and around and that is where we 
are with this matter.  The offer was 
unsolicited; the Village wasn’t looking at this. 
  
Council Member Rankin stated that his 
thought is that this piece of property was an 
outlier where it may not fall into that 60% 
rule, but he did think that the offer was a little 
low and he was of the mindset that the Village 
make a counter offer.   
 
Council Member Kullis stated that he doesn’t 
think the Village should be in the real estate 
business.  His question is about the property 
owners on Oakwood Street.  He asked if the 
property owners whose land was touching this 
parcel had been notified that this property was 
available.  Everyone has a tendency to use 
property that isn’t theirs and he wanted to 
make sure that the property owners were 
aware of the situation.   
 
Manager Walker stated that the answer to that 
was no but the administration could notify 
these property owners of the issue depending 
upon the wishes of the Council.   
 
Council Member Kullis thinks that the other 
property owners should be notified.   
 

Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that in regards 
to a bidding war taking place for this piece of 
property; the document presented tonight is a 
public record which anyone has access to 
which may generate a bid of $1,001.  She 
wanted to keep things in perspective regarding 
the piece of property at 431 N. Saginaw which 
was a prime piece of commercial property 
which had road access and was a buildable lot 
and the Village received two bids for that 
property.    
 
Council Member Kullis stated that the issue 
for him was not so much the dollar amount 
but being fair to the adjoining property 
owners.   
 
President Bladzik stated that the property has 
been in the ownership of the Village since 
2003.   
 
Council Member Kullis asked how the Weil’s 
found out the property was owned by the 
Village. 
 
Manager Walker stated the property is 
somewhat of a dumping ground and the 
Weil’s made the inquiry.   
 
President Bladzik stated that property 
ownership is public information.  This 
document is public record; he thinks that the 
Council has indicated willingness to entertain 
an offer.  He thinks that we should postpone it 
for 30 days and if anyone would like to put an 
offer in for the property during that time, they 
can do so and the Council will review.   
 
CM 2014-29  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Musgrave, to postpone the 
consideration of the offer to purchase 
Parcel #01-27-352-001 for 30 days and 
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notify the adjacent property owners to 
Parcel 01-27-352-001 that the property is 
available.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 
 
#2. Consideration of the Cruise to 

Battle Alley Special Event. 
 
Council Member Kullis stated that he asked to 
move this down to New Business because he 
wants to be sure that Chief McGee and Chief 
Story are aware of the fact that there are a lot 
of cars parked down there and Captain Myers 
all are aware of the safety issues downtown of 
being able to get in and get out with a 
stretcher.  He knows that last year there was a 
family down there that had a handicapped 
child on a wheelchair apparatus that couldn’t 
get out until the show broke up.   
 
Manager Walker advised that they had a pre-
application meeting with the organizers of the 
event today.  As you read the special event 
application there is a mandatory 10’ center 
lane down S. Saginaw Street and they also 
talked about maintaining the sidewalk in front 
of Zaney Janey’s coffee shop directly over to 
Civic Street to maintain east and west access. 
 
Council Member Kullis stated that was his 
only concern and doesn’t want to see any 
problems down the road. 
 
CM 2014-30  Motion by Kullis, 
second by Rankin to approve the Cruise to 
Battle Alley Special Event Application, 
May through October 2014. 
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 
and no nays. 

 
Village Manager 
 
Manager Walker stated that we are in the final 
stages of our rental registration and inspection 
process.  He wanted to commend Captain Dan 
Myers who handles the inspection process as 
well as the Clerk who handles the bulk of this 
process.  We have just issued five citations to 
landlords that have no complied.  He thinks 
that is remarkable considering the amount of 
rentals that we have.  This is our part of 
helping to preserve the safety and integrity of 
our community. 
 
At the Oakland County Manger’s meeting 
they talked about SMART.  The Village is an 
opt out community, where we don’t have 
milages, just so that you know SMART right 
now has a 0.56 milage and they are going to 
have on the August primary ballot a 1.000 
increase.  We have received further updates on 
the Detroit Water and Sewer dilemma that 
they currently have.  Once everything 
equalizes in this system, as hard as it may 
seem to believe, Holly water rates may be a 
real bargain.     
 
President Bladzik asked about the status of the 
Grange Hall Sidewalk project and the securing 
of easements.   
 
Village Manager Walker advised that we are 
currently awaiting the final plans from Rowe 
Services.  They have been working in 
conjunction with Oakland County CDBG.  As 
soon as those final drawings are submitted and 
approved the easements will be executed.  All 
of the owners except for one have agreed to 
donate the easements.   
 
Attorney 
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Absent 
 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that on 
Saturday, May 3, 2014 the Village is hosting a 
Low Cost Pet Vaccination Clinic at the Fire 
Department.  This event will be from 10:00 
am – 4:00 pm.  Additionally in the back lot of 
the police department, we are holding our first 
E-Waste event where it will give people the 
opportunity to dispose of computer equipment 
and other related items.  We have this posted 
on our Facebook page, on our website and 
have posted flyers throughout the town.  If 
everyone could spread the word, this is a great 
service and we would like them firm to be 
successful and want to come back to the 
Village.   
 
Boards and Commissions 
 
Council Member Rankin stated that Thursday 
the Parks Commission is having a workshop 
at the Library. 
 
President Bladzik stated that for Planning 
Mrs. Heiple will be our liaison for Planning 
Commission going forward.  Mrs. Heiple has 
a history as a member of the Planning 
Commission and Ms. Musgrave will become 
our HAYA representative.  This will work out 
much better for scheduling. 
 
Council Member Kullis stated that the Village 
has established a Historic District Committee 
and that the scheduled meeting will be open to 
the public.  He stated that he is also the liaison 
for SEMCOG and several months ago he 
spoke with a Mr. Reskin, a member of the 
Governor’s Executive Committee, where he 

had given a talk to SEMCOG members about 
what communities need to do in order to 
attract a younger generation and he had 
suggested that Mr. Reskin come out and do 
this speech by partnering up with the DDA 
and the Chamber.  He gives this talk to 
community boards and commissions and there 
is no cost for the presentation.  He thought this 
would be valuable to both the Council, our 
boards and commissions as well as local 
business people.   
 
President Bladzik stated that since he sits on 
the Oakland County Round Table, age 
friendly communities are an important aspect 
all over.  President Bladzik stated that he 
doesn’t believe a vote needs to take place, that 
two council members can add it to the agenda 
and he stated that administration could work 
to have this placed on an upcoming agenda 
providing a time frame of about 20 minutes to 
speak.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Kullis stated that the play 
that was at the Middle School, he would like 
to thank all the businesses and residents who 
supported it.  The kids were geeked and over 
four hundred people attended.   
 
The Dicken’s Festival committee is meeting 
and they have shored up their committees.  
They have an executive committee with 
sixteen members on it.  They have adopted a 
logo displayed on the board.  It shows that it is 
going to be a good festival this year.  They are 
planning for three to five years out.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated that she would 
like to thank the community for all of their 
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support welcoming her to the council and all 
of the kind words she has received.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Judy Wood, 14521 N. Holly Road, A-12, 
Holly Oaks Apartments,  stated she knows she 
has to go through the school board and she 
would encourage everyone to keep them in 
their prayers and support the mentally disabled 
in this community. 
 
Kevin Mackerson, stated that he hopes they 
support the mentally ill people.   
 
Katherine Quinn, asked if any of the members 
would be willing to sign a petition for them.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
With nothing further to discuss, President 
Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 19:56.  
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President  
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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