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VILLAGE OF HOLLY 
VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of March 25, 2014 

  
 
The regular meeting of the Village of Holly Council Meeting was called to order by President Bladzik at 7:00 

P.M. in the Village Council Chambers located at 315 S. Broad Street, Holly, Michigan. 
  
     
     
Councilmembers Present 
Ryan Bladzik 
Bob Allsop 
Jackie Campbell 
Debra Musgrave 
Chris Rankin 
Suzanne Heiple  
  (7:18 PM) 
 
Absent 
George Kullis 
 

Staff Present 
Jerry L. Walker 
Cathrene Behrens 
Brian Klaassen 
Steve McGee 
Mike Story 
 
 

Others Present 

 
 
President Bladzik called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 PM.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens called the roll.   
 
President Bladzik stated that Council 
Member Kullis is attending training for the 
Historic District Commission and has 
advised that Mr. Kullis thought he would 
make it prior to the end of the meeting.  If 
not, they could excuse him prior to the 
meetings end.   
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA: 
 
Council Member Campbell requested that 
the Consent Agenda Item #3, Consideration 
of the Approval of the Budget Study Session 

Minutes of March 15, 2014 be postponed 
until the next Village Council meeting so 
that she may review the CD and provide 
corrections for the meeting minutes.  
 
CM 2014-21 Motion by Musgrave, 
second by Campbell to approve the 
Consent Agenda as amended.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, 
Campbell, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Kullis 
Motion carried.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
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1. Agenda Approval 
2. Consideration of the Approval of the 

Council Meeting Minutes of March 
11, 2014. 

3. Consideration of the Approval of the 
Budget Study Session Minutes of 
March 15, 2014. 

4. Consideration of the Approval of 
Warrant 2014-06 in the amount of 
$57,228.23. 

5. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
09, Authorize the Village President’s 
recommendation to appoint Aten C. 
Alrey to the Village Planning 
Commission. 

6. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
10, Authorize the Village President’s 
recommendation to appoint Joe 
Hutchins to the Village Planning 
Commission.  

7. Special Events –  
a. Holly Little League Parade – 

April 26, 2014 
b. Ladies Night Out – May 9, 

2014 
c. Movie Nights in Battle Alley 
d. Ladies Night Out – 

November 14, 2014 
8. Consideration of Resolution 2014-

11, Authorizing West Nile Virus 
Fund Expense Reimbursement 
through Oakland County’s West Nile 
Virus Fund Program.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 
#1. Consideration of the Appointment 
of a new council person to fill the current 
vacancy. 
 
President Bladzik stated that Mr. Lambert 
had an opportunity to pursue employment in 
Kentucky and was forced to resign from 
council.  The council has 30 days to appoint 
someone to fill a vacancy.  The Village 
received three notices of interest in addition 
to those that may have been on file 
previously.  In speaking to some of the 
candidates he is advance Suzanne Heiple as 
the nominee to fill the vacant council seat.  
Ms. Heiple has been a lifetime Holly 
resident and previously served on the 
Planning Commission, is active in the 
community and has a wealth of knowledge 
and he believes she will be a good 
representative of the Village for Holly.   
 
CM 2014-22  Motion by Bladzik, 
second by Rankin to appoint Suzanne 
Heiple to the vacant Village Council 
position for a term ending November 
2014.   
 
Council Member Campbell stated the 
council had gone through this when Mr. 
Hughes was president because too many 
people have gone off of council.  How do 
they expect council to do their job when they 
haven’t had any applications to review?  
Under the past they were supposed to get all 
applications, all council was, and the 
president would do a recommendation for 
this seat and it would also be asked ahead of 
time if council had any nominations and by 
him doing this now, he is stopping from 
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anything being done.  She would request that 
Attorney Gildner explain because the 
President can make a recommendation but 
also Council can make a recommendation.   
 
President Bladzik stated that he received 
three statements of interest.  One of them 
was from Tony Engelberg whose application 
was already on file.  He had a conversation 
with him.  There was a statement of interest 
and updated form from Mrs. Heiple and also 
from Joe Hutchins, who expressed interest 
in filling the remainder of the term.  Mr. 
Hutchins also submitted a form for the 
Village Planning Commission.  In addition 
we also have on file forms for Mr. Kuyk, 
Mr. Lauve and several others.   
 
Council Member Campbell asked if the 
applicants automatically kept going and 
didn’t have to fill out new citizen 
participation forms.   
 
President Bladzik had this discussion with 
Administration and he would say if the form 
is one file there is no reason for them not to 
be considered in the pool going forward.  He 
doesn’t see why the same application would 
need to be turned in over and over again.  He 
would be happy to withdraw his nomination 
if she would like to bring forth another 
nomination first if she felt that would be a 
more fair way to do it.   
 
Council Member Campbell stated that given 
the names she doesn’t have a problem with 
Suzanne or Mr. Hutchins.  She stated that 
she would like to nominate Mr. Hutchins.   
 
Attorney Gildner advised there was already a 
motion on the floor and that motion could be 
withdrawn by the motion maker and second 

or it can go to a vote and be voted down.  
 
Council Member Campbell stated she would 
like to make a motion to withdraw. 
 
Attorney Gildner advised that the maker of 
the motion must withdraw the motion.     
 
President Bladzik stated that in speaking 
with Mr. Engelberg, it was communicated 
that there were a number of things and 
commitments in his life that he wanted to 
focus on.  In speaking with Mr. Hutchins he 
was told that he wasn’t terribly interested in 
pursuing the seat through the election but if 
they needed someone to fill the seat, his 
experience would be valuable.  As to Ms. 
Heiple, he has had experience with her on 
Planning, lack of any other input or interest; 
given the choice between those two, his 
recommendation is for Ms. Heiple because it 
seemed to be more of an issue of stability in 
our government so that was the reason for 
this advancement.    He is reluctant to get 
into a voting situation and a choice of one 
versus the other.   
 
Joe Hutchins, 419 Thomas, stated that the 
Village President has the nomination for 
replacements and he would like to have the 
attorney reiterate that.  His understanding, 
when he was in that seat, was the Village 
President has the purview of making the 
recommendation.  That was the way it 
always was when he was Village President.  
 
President Bladzik stated that in his 
experience it has been the nomination of the 
Village President and then if the Council is 
not pleased with the nomination there is the 
no vote and you are back to the drawing 
board.  That seems to be both precedent and 
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the interpretation of the Charter.   
 
Attorney Gildner stated that a motion can be 
construed as a recommendation except that 
he is making the motion.  There is no 
specific precedence laid out that it should 
come from the President prior to the 
Council.  If there is a better alternative, than 
this motion can be voted down and another 
alternative can be considered.  Who makes 
the motion is elementary at this point, it is 
basically the same thing.   
 
President Bladzik stated that he received the 
paper packet last Thursday and the item was 
on the agenda at that time and was not 
contacted by any council members regarding 
his decision making process.   
 
Council Member Campbell stated she was 
under the assumption again, to pass council, 
is that all of council, and it came up again 
with Mr. Miller and with Clemens and even 
with Mr. Hughes, when he first came on 
board, and that is when you have an open 
seat for an appointment that council is to get 
a copy and she asked Mr. Walker and she 
said she was totally lost on it and couldn’t 
remember and he can’t remember if we 
voted on it.   
 
Manager Walker stated that from prior 
discussions, this is what he recalled 
happening.  Under a prior appointment 
under President Hughes there was discussion 
amongst council members regarding names 
for consideration.  He does not believe there 
was ever a vote to change the procedure 
because the Village Charter controls the 
process. 
 
Joe Hutchins stated that when he was 

Village President he lost three people off 
due to politics.   
 
President Bladzik stated that this might be a 
consequence of the charter by having a 
secret ballot.  Mr. Hutchins being recently 
appointed to the Planning Commission and 
he has spoken his piece.  He is going to let 
his motion stand and if the council does not 
chose to appoint Ms. Heiple to the council 
then they will go forward. 
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Musgrave, Rankin, Allsop, 
Campbell, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Kullis 
Motion carried. 
 
Village Clerk/Treasurer Behrens 
administered the Oath of Office to 
Suzanne L. Heiple.   
 
 
#2. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
06, Resolution to submit to the Village of 
Holly electors for the approval of several 
amendments to the Village charter.  
 
Motion by Rankin, second by Musgrave 
to waive the reading of the resolution. 
 
CM 2014-23  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave to authorize 
Resolution 2014-06, Authorize the 
submission to the Village of Holly electors 
for the approval of several amendments 
to the Village Charter.   
 
Council Member Rankin stated that the 
Charter and Ordinance Committee have 
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come up with a few changes they would like 
to have made to the Charter.  Briefly they are 
that they want to lower the eligibility to 
office lowered from 21 to 18 years of age.  If 
you can vote for members of council it 
should qualify you to sit on the council if 
you so choose.  They are recommending the 
deletion of a couple of sections; one would 
be the requirement of a Health Officer; we 
don’t have a need for a health officer and in 
rare instances that we do those duties are 
handled by administration, the other deletion 
is the section which requires the Village to 
hold a regular election in March.  They are 
recommending the charter be amended for 
the months of November and December for 
the meeting requirement to pare that down to 
one meeting due to the holiday season 
conflict.  A final change to the scheduling of 
the budget submission from the Department 
Heads to the Village Manager and from the 
Village Manager to the Council to allow for 
a longer period for review between the time 
it is submitted to the Village Manager and 
ultimately to the Council. 
 
Attorney Gildner stated this is essentially a 
first reading and these will be postponed for 
30 days and brought up at that time.   
 
President Bladzik stated 30 days will take 
the Council to the first meeting in May 
which is the 13th.   
 
CM 2014-24  Motion by Rankin, 
second by Musgrave to postpone the 
discussion on the Charter amendments 
for a 30 day period which will be taken 
up at the regular meeting of May 13, 
2014.   
 
Motion carried by a voice vote of all ayes 

and no nays. 
 
#3. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
07, Resolution Issuing a Permit for 2014 
Summer Fireworks Display on July 4, 
2014. 
 
Manager Walker stated that for clarification 
he wanted to let them know that this was 
also for consideration of a two-year contract 
extension with Ace Pyro.  
 
CM 2014-25  Motion by 
Campbell, second by Musgrave, to 
authorize Resolution 2014-07, issuing a 
Permit for 2014 Summer Fireworks 
Display on July 4, 2014. 
 
President Bladzik stated that we are 
approving the resolution authorizing the 
fireworks display in addition to a two-year 
contract extension with Ace Pyro.  
 
Council Member Campbell asked how much 
was in the kitty. 
 
Manager Walker stated that he thought there 
was a couple of thousand and are in the 
fundraising mode right now.  In previous 
years the contract was in the amount of 
$7,500 but due to product cost increases it 
was raised to $8,600.     
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Allsop, Campbell, Heiple, 
Musgrave, Rankin, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Kullis 
Motion carried.   
 
#4. Consideration of Resolution 2014-
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08, Setting Village Council and Village 
Boards and Commissions Meeting Dates 
for Fiscal Year 2014-15. 
 
CM 2014-26  Motion by 
Campbell, second by Rankin to authorize 
Resolution 2014-08 for the adoption of the 
2014-15 FY Village Council and Boards 
and Commissions meeting calendar.   
 
President Bladzik stated that the calendar 
has been prepared due to the requirement to 
notify the public of the meeting annual 
calendar and for public notification and 
publication purposes.   
 
Council Member Campbell asked if she 
could receive better advance notice of when 
a meeting has been cancelled.  She doesn’t 
get any notice, maybe a 24 hour notice, and 
she doesn’t want to bother him all the time. 
The majority of the time she doesn’t get any 
calls.  There have been problems with it in 
the past and she doesn’t know about any of 
the other boards.  
 
Manager Walker advised the cancellations 
are posted and notified electronically.   
 
Roll call vote was as follows: 
 
Voting for:  Heiple, Musgrave, Rankin, 
Allsop, Campbell, Bladzik 
Voting against:  None 
Absent:  Kullis 
Motion carried.   
 
REPORTS 
 
Manager Walker advised he and Council 
Member Rankin attended a Shiawassee 

watershed training in Fenton.  This is a very 
active group and a good meeting. 
 
He also met with Deputy Executive Matt 
Gibb with Oakland County regarding some 
economic development opportunities that 
may occur in the future as far as some 
technical training sites and hopefully utilize 
the Karl Richter Campus for those.  These 
are all good things are occurring within the 
community.  Tomorrow night on the 
planning commission there are two 
applicants for auto dealerships.  The first site 
is where Suski Used Cars used to be as well 
as where Wilkinson Auto used to be. 
 
Council Member Campbell stated that she 
was approached by a couple of citizens on 
Saginaw who wanted to get their residential 
zoning back.  She didn’t know we took it 
away.   
 
Manager Walker stated that if the homes are 
used for residential purposes, they will 
remain that way, regardless of what the 
zoning is.  It is set up in the Master Plan as 
commercial.  If there are residents there, 
than that is how it will remain; however, if 
the residential use ceases then the 
commercial zoning will come into play.     
 
Council Member Campbell stated if they 
sold their house to another person would it 
be an illegal transaction to remain 
residential.  
 
Manager Walker stated it would not because 
it would have continued use.  
 
President Bladzik stated that if a home was 
sold and it was turned into a hair salon and 
became a commercial conforming building it 
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could not go back to a residential type of 
building at that point.   
 
Village Attorney  
 
Attorney Gildner stated the Silverman 
debtor’s exam has been rescheduled to April 
18th and he will keep the council apprised of 
the developments.  He agreed to reschedule 
the exam due to a court conflict; therefore it 
passed his good judgment test. 
 
Additionally he met with Chief Story about 
streamlining some ordinances changes for 
code enforcement and he may be bringing 
some recommended changes to the Council 
to help streamline that.  
 
Village Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that the 
Village is in the process of finalizing the 
bond refinance of the 2006 Waste Water 
Revenue Bond series.  She stated that the 
sale of the bonds went very well.  The 
Village realized a Net Present Value savings 
of $423,000 over the remaining life of the 
bond.  She further stated that while 
administration does not believe this will 
lower the debt service fee the residents 
currently pay, she is hoping that it will offset 
future increases.   
 
Council Member Campbell asked what the 
status of 102 First Street was. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Behrens stated that it had 
been released from secured bond and 
advised the progress is ongoing at the home. 
  
 
Boards and Commissions 

 
Council Member Rankin stated that he 
attended the meeting with Manager Walker 
about the Shiawassee River.  There was a lot 
of information about increasing our green 
space and maintaining our water quality.  He 
has been doing a lot of research and there 
will be several items to review in the Charter 
and Ordinance Committee.  It was a very 
good meeting and a lot of fun and it was 
nice to see. 
 
Manager Walker advised that the HDC did 
meeting regarding the newly formed Historic 
District Committee and setting parameters.  
Nancy Rebar is going to be the liaison for 
the committee and George Kullis will 
remain the Council liaison. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Allsop stated the car show 
starts May 7th.  He would like to meet with 
the Fire Chief about having the new fire 
truck on display and getting some donations 
to help with their fundraising efforts.     
 
Council Member Campbell stated that she 
has questions about the Water Works 
building and re-visiting what is being done 
with the building. 
 
President Bladzik stated that the citizens 
group spearheaded by Sue Julian was asked 
to present a plan of action and the decision 
of council at that time was to cut ties.  If 
anyone has any ideas of what to do on the 
Water Works building than they would love 
to hear it and also a proposal on where the 
money will come from.   
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Council Member Allsop asked how Larry 
Lilly was doing. 
 
Manager Walker advised that Mr. Kullis was 
the last one to have contact with him but he 
believes he is still in recovery and doing 
well. 
 
President Bladzik stated they would accept 
any input from the public about how to 
handle this building.  At this point, the 
matter is being left open ended. 
 
Tim Smith, 1031 S. Holly Road, stated that 
he talked to Bob Hoffman about a month 
ago and as part of the floodwater system he 
suggested making it a kayak point.  The 
water wheel building could be rebuilt with a 
really nice water wheel as part of a school 
project.  When he talked to Bob, Holly, 
Fenton and Linden are all in the same boat 
as far as their Mill Pond and damns 
collapsing and if they took the time to go 
after Federal funds you would have a lot of 
kayakers every weekend.  He tried to support 
Headwater Trails and they ended up cutting 
his throat.  
 
President Bladzik stated that anyone who 
has a viable proposal, a funding source and a 
volunteer base, he will be all for doing 
something with the building.   
 
Council Member Musgrave stated she would 
like to thank DPW Director Brian Klaassen 
and his guys for taking care of the big 
puddle on Sherman Street.   
 
Council Member Heiple stated she would 
like to thank them for the opportunity to 
serve on Council and it is an honor.   
 

President Bladzik stated that the Holly Little 
League parade is being held on April 26th 
downtown on Maple Street.  Opening day is 
a week early but the snow is fighting them 
on that.  There are more than 300 kids 
registered this year with more than 28 teams 
ranging from 4 year olds to 14 and 15 years 
olds.  The parade will begin at 10:00 am. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Joe Hutchins, 419 Thomas, stated he wanted 
to thank them for the opportunity to serve on 
the Planning Commission.  He wanted to 
thank Brian and his crew for the great job on 
Holly Roads this winter.  He met some 
truckers down stated who said we had the 
best roads all winter.  He also thanked Ms. 
Heiple for serving on council. 
 
Tim Smith, 1031 S. Holly Road, stated in 
December they went in front of Colleen 
O’Brien to get resolution as to what 
happened with this piece of property.   After 
three meetings with the Townships attorney, 
they stormed out of discussion and let it up 
to the judge to decide the fate of our 
property.  The judge ordered them to deliver 
briefs, which they did.  They pointed out to 
the judge that the way the township handled 
it did not follow the land division act, she 
didn’t care, she allowed the township to give 
my property access through 300’ of swamp 
when there was a road perfectly viable that 
would have accessed the property.  They did 
not uphold any of the land division act 
standards.  They have three driveways 
coming off of one parcel on one road and 
they are calling it still a driveway and not a 
road.  His constitutional rights have been 
violated multiple times by township 
officials; no one seems to care.  In this entire 
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community there were four of us at the 
board meeting last Wednesday, three of 
them were my friends, no one shows up at 
the meetings to watch these people.  Karin 
Winchester again made a move to usurp 
more power on the Planning Commission so 
she could deal with my property specifically. 
 The thing that bothers him most is his 
property was rezoned from agricultural to 
residential so they could go to the judge and 
ask for the split.  The township has ignored 
them for years, they can’t get cable because 
there is no one out there.  Now the township 
can sub-divide land by drawing a line on a 
piece of paper and disregard all the laws of 
the state and this country.  How can 
everyone in the community completely 
ignore the township not upholding the 
constitution just so they can screw him and 
his family?  The judge walked away; 4 ½ 
years he has waited for a trial to resolve this 
and she did nothing.  The township is stuck 
with a worthless piece of property and has 
made his property worthless as well.  The 
council better wake up to the problem 
because it is going to get bad.  He is going to 
bring demonstrators in here and he is going 
to let the people know exactly what is going 
on in this community or you can talk to 
people across the street and try to get some 
kind of sanity in them.   
 
Jackie Campbell, 807 Mary Ann Drive, 
Holly, MI 48442, stated regarding Mr. Smith 
she spoke to him earlier, when the members 
of this Council sits up at their podium, we 
are responsible, by law, to cover within the 
2.5 square miles.  Is she correct Mr. 
President?  In that time frame we understand 
there’s problems with other communities 
that surround the village but there are 
boundaries that prevents us to cross over and 

to get involved with another municipality so 
she took it as a threat when he talked about 
the tour buses.  She feels very uncomfortable 
about that because then he is talking about 
the constitution but in a way you’re taking 
the constitutional rights of tourism to come 
to this community.  As council you always 
look at both sides of the coin and this 
council is doing their job, right, wrong or 
indifferent, we do look at the law, we take 
our oath very seriously and we are here to be 
very responsible and to uphold the law in 
every respect.  Thank you Mr. President for 
allowing her to speak.   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
With nothing further to discuss, President 
Bladzik adjourned the meeting at 20:02.  
 
 
 
       
Ryan Bladzik, Village President  
 
 
 
       
Cathrene A. Behrens, Clerk/Treasurer 
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